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29th April 2022 
H/com/OL/Gen/Welcome Back 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s lovely to welcome you back to the Summer term. I hope the children are well rested and enjoyed 
taking part in the matchbox challenge and made a start on Hillside’s Independence Checklist. 
 
We are delighted to have all children back in the school after the Spring holidays and to be working 
together as a whole school as we are no longer required to work in bubbles. The children have 
settled back in brilliantly and are embarking on their new learning. 
 
Already this week, Year 5 have had their Mayan day and the Farm visited the school linked to 
Nursery and Receptions learning. Please feel free to research with your child more facts around this 
term’s topics. Below are the overarching themes and the big question that launches the new topic. 
 
Nursery – Journeys; Where do I live? 
Reception – Journeys; How can I care for the big wide world? 
Year 1 – Change; How can we make our community even better? 
Year 2 – Power; Can a footprint be dangerous? (Climate) 
Year 3 – Heritage; What makes Britain great? 
Year 4 – Resilience; Is home a place or a feeling? (particular geography focus on Caribbean)  
Year 5 – Legacy; Do the legacies of South America exist in the UK? (Mayans) 
Year 6 -Conflict; How is it possible for life to continue during conflict? 
More information about your child’s curriculum is on the school website. 
 
In assembly on Monday, we discussed the benefits of reading and attached are 100 reasons to read!  
This could be your child reading to someone or you reading to them.  
 

If children read for 4 minutes a day, 5 times a 
week 

If children read for 20 minutes a day, 5 times a 
week 

In one week, they have read for 20 minutes  In one week, they have read for 100 minutes a week 

In one month, they have read for 80 minutes In one month, they have read for 400 minutes  

In one year, they have read for 4,480 minutes In one year, they have read for 22,4000 minutes 

During primary School - 31,360 minutes 
Thirty-one thousand and three hundred and sixty 
minutes 

During primary school - 156,800 minutes  
One hundred and fifty-six million and 800 thousand 
minutes 

 
You can see the huge difference a few more minutes reading each day makes. Knowing this, there 
are questions to consider; 
Which child is more likely to have good mental health? 
Which child is more likely to be the better reader? 
Which child is more likely to know more and remember more? 
Which child is more likely to be creative? 
Which child is more likely to be a better writer? 
Which child is more likely to achieve more qualifications? 
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There is lots of research into the benefits of reading and the answer to all the questions above, won’t 
surprise you, is that it is more likely to be the child who reads for 20 minutes a day. 
 
With this in mind, we are reminding you that at Hillside, we expect children to read 5 times a week, 
ensure this is recorded in their Home Learning Journal and that the journal is signed by a parent at 
the end of the week to confirm this.  There are useful questions to ask your children whilst reading 
in the Home Learning Journal and space for children to explore vocabulary.  The staff at Hillside 
totally believe in the benefits of reading and the correlation between good mental health and success 
if children read regularly. We will therefore be checking that reading is recorded and we would really 
appreciate your support with this. 
 
Our priorities over the coming weeks are to:  

1. Ensure children are reading regularly outside of the school day, to practise the skills they are 
taught in school and develop a love of reading and give the opportunity to increase 
knowledge 

2. Prepare children for their next stage of education (moving to the next year group and 
preparing our year 6 children for secondary school) 

3. Return to more whole school events now we are out of COVID restrictions (More information 
on Sports Day and Jubilee events are on their way to you. 

Reminders: 
Adventure Playground -This equipment is only to be used during the school day when monitored 
by staff. Please ensure your children do not use this before or after school. 
 
Bikes and scooters-Please refrain from using bicycles and scooters on the playground before and 
after school as children are arriving and leaving. This is a health and safety measure, as the 
playground can get busy at these times.   
 
Water bottles -Please ensure your child/children have water bottles each day. As the weather gets 
warmer and they drink more they can fill them up during the school day. 
 
Sun cream and sun hats- we encourage you to use sun cream that will protect children throughout 
the school day and ensure the children bring in sun hats for break, lunchtimes and PE. 
 
Mental Health Hub - We have a few more spaces on the first of our Mental Health workshops on 
Thursday 5th May 2:00pm or 5:00pm session. If you are worried about your child and anxiety and 
would like to know how to help your child please email admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk. 
 
We hope you enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend and Eid Mubarak to all our families who are 
celebrating the end of Ramadan. 
 
Your sincerely, 

 
Mrs N. Morris 
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