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                              1 March 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are a Values Based Education School. This means our whole school community has a set of core values 
which we live and work by. As adults, we model the values and build relationships with all members of our 
school community. This helps the children learn to understand what each value means and how they can use 
it to help their learning, behaviour and build authentic relationships.  
 
During February our value of focus was Empathy. 
Empathy is defined as the ability to understand the thoughts, feelings or emotions of someone else. At Hillside 
we help children to develop the value of Empathy, we give children opportunities to collaborate with peers and 
learn to listen and respond appropriately to another person’s point of view. We celebrate our uniqueness and 
teach children to learn to regulate their emotions and help them to understand emotions of others. Our PSHE 
lessons give us the opportunity, in the safety of our classrooms, to discuss quite challenging issues together 
and show the value of Empathy. 
  
In Year 3 PSHE lessons, the children have been working in groups to design gardens for people with a specific 
need or challenge (e.g. children with blindness, wheelchair users). They have been showing empathy and 
thinking about how others experience the world.  
 
 
The value of focus in March is Responsibility.  
Taking responsibility for your own learning gives you a better idea of what you are best at, and what you need 
to work harder at. Always doing something to the best of your ability, being accountable for your behaviour, 
being dependable, so people know they can count on you and asking others for help when it is needed, are 
all ways of being responsible. 
 
At Hillside our value of Responsibility ensures we are being independent learners, who make good decisions 
in our behaviour, we take care of things and are always involved in opportunities to learn and develop. We 
look forward to sharing with you how we show the value of Responsibility over the next month. 
 
Please continue to share photos or quotations of your child showcasing the Hillside values at home and in 
supporting your local community. Each classroom has a Values display and we love to share examples of 
children showcasing our values, both in and out of school.  
 

Being a Values Based community helps us all to be the best we can be. Thank you for embracing our Hillside 

Values and reinforcing the values in your homes. 

 

Kind regards 

 
Mel Attewell  

VBE Leader 
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