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HD/Comm/OL/20.21/Gen/Xmas/zw 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I'm sure you are busy preparing for the holidays ahead and probably, like me, can't believe we are 
approaching the end of the first term of this academic year. This time of the year in school is always 
so lovely for the children and we are adapting our usual tradition so that we are working within our 
risk assessments - but ensuring the children don't miss out.  
 
I wanted to share how proud the school is of our Year 5 and 6 school football team who have worked 
so hard this year, shown incredible skill and attitude in their games recently. 
 
The team are either first or second in the county league (we wait in anticipation to find out!), we are 
top of the schools Wokingham league with one game to play and we go to the final in the English 
Football leagues National Tournament - we narrowly missed out on playing at Wembley. This is an 
amazing achievement and of course we are proud of the results, but we are also proud of the team's 
spirit and respect for other teams. Well done to the children and Mr Hughes. 
 
As we head towards the end of term, the children start to wrap up the Autumn term’s curriculum. In 
the Spring term, school returns on the Tuesday 4th January 2022 and the big topic questions to 
launch their new learning for each year group are 
 
Nursery: How can I travel? 
Reception: Where can my imagination take me? 
Year 1: What makes an influential person? 
Year 2: Why do we explore the natural world? 
Year 3: How has Egyptian heritage influenced the world 
Year 4: How influential can invasion be? 
Year 5: How has our local area been influenced by the Victorians? 
Year 6: Should you be able to choose whether you should participate in conflict? 
 
If you have the opportunity to do any research, pre-learning of key vocabulary or go on any visits in 
preparation for the new learning it would be really beneficial.  I appreciate this time of year gets very 
busy, but please keep up the Home Learning and of course regular reading and TTRS for Y2-Y6. 
Children being given the time to practice and consolidate their learning in school really does make a 
difference to children, therefore Home Learning is important for children to know more and remember 
and do more. 
 
10th December - Save the children Christmas Jumper Day. 
Next Friday is Save the children Christmas Jumper Day. In exchange for £1, the children are invited 
to swap their school jumper for their Christmas jumper (all other uniform must be worn). Your children 
will be recording their Christmas song that day for you to view at home later on and will also have an 
opportunity to take part in the PTA Reindeer Run, which is a Christmas version of their Daily Mile. 
The children will be given antlers (free) by the PTA and will have a seasonal version of their usual 
running track. 
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15th December - Christmas Lunch 
Christmas Lunch Day. If your children haven't booked a school Christmas Lunch you are invited to 
make a festive packed lunch. Pease remember the ‘no nuts, fizzy drinks and sweets’ rule. 
 
 
During the final week - Christmas Parties 

• Tuesday 14 Dec afternoon – Phase 2 

• Wednesday 15 Dec afternoon – EYFS 

• Thursday 16 Dec afternoon – Phase 1 
 
Children will be provided with a party bag to take home before the parties and parents are asked to 
fill it with food for just their own child to bring back in (non-fridge food). We are unable to do the usual 
‘bring n share’ food due to COVID restrictions. 
 
17th December - Final Day of term 
Our wonderful PTA have purchased an online Panto for the children to watch in their classrooms. This 
is an alternative to having the Panto in school. The children will be given drink and popcorn for this 
event. 
 
The PTA are really helping to fund the extras to make Christmas as fun as possible for the children. 
The PTA are unable to have a fair this year due to being unable to large gatherings on school site 
during COVID, therefore if you can, please purchase raffle tickets as this will be their main income 
this year and there are some fabulous prizes.  The school have asked the PTA to continue to help us 
with updating children's reading books, purchase new ipads, buy basketball hoops and an outdoor 
table tennis table.  Your support is appreciated and a huge thank you to all our PTA members for their 
hard work. 
 
Uniform 
At Hillside we aim for the children to look smart as we believe that this helps them to take pride in 
themselves, their work and their school. Please ensure that children wear the full Hillside uniform 
which includes school shoes not trainers as footwear. Please also ensure that if your child has long 
hair then they must have it tied up as this is safer in PE, outside when playing and prevents Headlice. 
Headbands should be a plain Alice band style. 
  
Christmas Cards 
This year, we can only help children to give out Christmas cards within year their group bubble. Sorry 
to be a grinch! 
 
And finally, ‘Thank you’ to all the parents who have supported their children through remote learning 
as they isolate or await a PCR result. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Morris 
Headteacher 

 

 

 
          
           


