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02 December 2021 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Covid Update 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you will be aware, this week the government have made a number of announcements to 
increase community protection against the new variant of the virus (Omicron). Currently, 
there are no immediate changes that Hillside are required to take and we continue to follow 
our Covid Risk Assessment.  Below are a few of the measures we are taking in school to 
reduce transmition of the virus. 
 
Facemasks 
We ask you all to continue to wear facemasks on site unless you are exempt. Staff wear 
face masks in communal areas and outside their year group bubbles. You may wish to 
consider that there is lots of evidence that the cloth face masks are not as effective as 
surgical face masks. The Government are not currently requesting primary aged children to 
wear masks. 
 
Bubbles 
As much as possible in a teaching environment, children and staff are staying within their 
bubbles inside the building.  
 
Testing 
Parents are asked to do Lateral Flow tests themselves twice a week and staff continue to 
do LFT tests 3 times a week, unless they have had Covid cases in the year group, then they 
will LFT daily. If anyone in your family has any COVID symptoms, please seek a PCR test 
and remain at home until you receive your test result. If your test returns a positive result, 
you must isolate for 10 days from the test or 10 days from the onset of symptoms. Please 
note, to keep the Hillside community as safe as possible, if anyone in your household 
tests positive for COVID 19, your children must remain at home and be PCR tested on 
day 4 - 5 of the family member testing positive. If the child’s test is negative they can 
return to school. It is important to wait until day 4-5 before they have a PCR as this is 
around the time it takes for symptoms to show.  
 
CO2 Monitors 
In many of our teaching areas we have placed CO2 monitors, to monitor the air quality in 
the classrooms. These monitors help us to know when to ventilate classrooms. Ventilation 
is important in preventing the spread of COVID. Staff aim to keep windows open throughout 
the day and open doors for 10 minutes every hour, this is called ventilation purging. It is a 
good idea for children to wear a vest or t-shirt under their school shirts as an extra layer. 
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Large gatherings  
At Hillside, like many local schools we have sadly decided against large gatherings in school 
to reduce the chances of transition amongst the community prior to the holidays. This means 
that the PTA are unable to host a Christmas fair this year. We will be recording the Nativity, 
Year 1 and 2 plays and the whole school Christmas production so that you can enjoy the 
Christmas fun in the safety of your own homes. More details will follow. 
 
Staff absence pressures  
Please be aware, when staff are absent or isolating due to Covid this becomes difficult for 
us to cover classes.  This situation occurred last week and today and has led us to closing 
classes. Now that we have cases of Covid in many year groups it is difficult to move staff 
from one bubble to another to cover classes as we want to minimise the risk of COVID 
spreading within the school.  Thank you to the year 1 and 3 parents for their understanding 
in this matter. 
 
Visitors to school 
We are currently limiting visitors to school and trying to do as much as we can remotely. 
 
We currently have 9 children and 2 staff who have tested positive for COVID and are 
isolating. These cases are in Nursery, Year 1, Year 3 and Year 4. Please help us by limiting 
positive cases in our community by being vigilant to symptoms and booking PCR tests if you 
are concerned. 
 
You are a wonderfully supportive community, and we thank you in advance for your ongoing 
support. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs Morris 
Headteacher 
 
 


