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         5th January 2021 
         HDrive/Comm/OL/Gen/ 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am sure there are mixed emotions after last night's announcement and I apologise for the change of 
plan from my letter yesterday. This is certainly not the smooth start to the year we all wished for and 
we're only 5 days in!  
 
It is with regret that most pupils will not be able to physically be in school until at least the 15th 
February, but we hope that this lockdown will ultimately save lives, protect the NHS and lead to us to 
return to normality as soon as possible. As a parent myself, I know the difficulty learning at home 
causes, especially for working families and the affect it has on children being out of school for an 
extended period of time. We hope that our remote learning will offer the best education in these 
circumstances, which is manageable for working families.  I have had many emails from parents and 
other schools commending us for the remote provision we have in place, and I thank staff for being 
incredibly flexible and working hard on this very different way to teach.  There will inevitably be 
challenges and improvements to make as we navigate our way through this new way of working, but 
we will do our best to move on children's learning and support their emotional health and well-being.   
 
All learning will begin online tomorrow, apart from our vulnerable children, and children of critical 
workers who will be in school working in class bubbles. These families have been contacted with 
further details of the school day.  The online learning will start tomorrow on Microsoft Teams, which 
all families will be familiar with by now and children have their log-ins for. If you have any problems 
with logging in or technical issues, please contact admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk and we will be 
happy to help. 
 
I would ask you to share with your children, that this is not an extended holiday and they must attend 
online learning every day, unless they are too ill to work.  There will be an online registration every 
morning and afternoon to monitor attendance. We are required to provide 3 hours of work a day and 
this will be a mixture of live and recorded lessons and work set for the children to do independently. 
The teachers have been working today on timetables and moving all learning on to Teams - these 
should be available for you to access tonight, ready for tomorrow.  The year group timetable lays out 
what all children need to follow each day and I have asked the teachers to add in extra tasks that can 
be completed if you feel that you need more work for your children. In essence, we hope that the 
remote provision will meet the needs of all children and families.  Mr Hughes will be adding some 
physical tasks and challenges into the timetables and there will also be weekly assemblies to join. 
 
If you need to contact your child's teacher, you can do this on Teams under the ‘Ask the Teacher’ 
channel. Reception and Nursery parents can contact their teachers on the year group emails: 
receptionteachers@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk or nurseryteachers@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk. 
However, please remember the teachers may not be able to respond immediately as they may be 
online teaching or with their children in school.  
 
It will undoubtedly take some time for us all to adjust and get into a routine for remote learning and 
please ask if you need support. Debbie, our Senior Family Liaison, is also here to help and she can 
be contacted on sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk . 
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Finally, thank you in advance for your understanding with all the changes made at short notice but I 
am sure you appreciate we are all working within very tight time frames.  I am thinking of you all as 
you prepare to go into this lockdown and I know that I will miss seeing the children on the gate in the 
morning.  
 
Keep smiling, stay positive and be kind.  
 

 
Regards 
Mrs N Moirris 
 
          


