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10 December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
You may be aware from reports in the press, that the DfE have recommended that schools 
may close, slightly earlier than planned at the end of the Autumn Term, by using an Inset or 
Remote Learning Day. This is to enable families and school staff to enjoy the open 
Christmas Bubble, from the 23rd December in accordance with the new Covid arrangements. 
  
The press has speculated that this early closure is to support teacher’s wellbeing. Despite 
the fact that teachers’ wellbeing has always been a priority for us, this is not the reason we 
are now writing to inform you that, in response to Government guidance, Friday 18 
December, our last day of term, will be a Remote Learning Day as school will be closed for 
face to face learning.  
 
For us at Hillside, the deciding factor in making this decision, was the Government’s directive 
that schools retain the duty to Contact Trace for a period of six days after the end of term. 
This is an important element in managing the spread of the virus. 
 
With regard to the Contact and Trace procedures, it is important to understand that if children 
and staff were in school on Friday 18th December, this could result in us having to contact 
parents or staff members on Christmas Eve, to advise that either our children or members 
of our staff had been in contact with another person who has tested positive for Covid 19. 
By closing the school on the 17th December, the last Contact and Trace opportunity would 
be on the 23rd December, which is before the festive period begins. Should this situation 
arise, the early closure gives all our families affected the opportunity to re-consider whether 
they meet with their wider family during the Christmas Holiday Bubble period and also gives 
families the chance to make alternative arrangements if isolation is necessary. In the event 
Contact Trace becomes necessary you will be contacted via your School Comms, so please 
ensure your contact details are up to date on the SIMS Parent Lite App. 
 
We fully understand the implications of children working from home on this day. This was a 
very difficult decision for us, as our teachers wanted to continue face to face teaching until 
the end of term. However, we believe our decision will allow all our families the opportunity 
for a safer Christmas together. The thought of potentially having to contact our school 
community on Christmas Eve, when they may be already be mixing with other family 
bubbles, confirmed to us that we were making a responsible choice in closing and offering 
a remote learning day on Friday the 18th December. 
 
We will be offering similar tasks to those the children would have been doing on the final 
day of the autumn term, with the opportunity for children to do more formal learning should 
families wish for them to do so.  
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A timetable of events for the remote learning day will follow in the early part of next week. 
Our aim is for the tasks to be as independent as possible for the children, to ease pressure 
on families in this unforeseen circumstance.  
 
I can only reiterate what a difficult decision it was to lose face to face learning on this day, 
and I recognise that a period of self-isolation would be absolutely dreadful timing for families 
over the festive period. Equally you will understand how imperative it is that we inform you 
especially if your son or daughter is meeting with elderly or medical vulnerable family or 
friends over the festive period. 
 
I am aware that this will not be welcome news for some parents/carers and I apologise for 
the short notice, but we are led by the guidance given by central government which has 
been very slow to materialise.  
 
We hope that you will understand and support the reasons behind this decision.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Nicci Morris 
Headteacher 
 


