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6th November 2020 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Covid Update 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

COVID National Restrictions (Lockdown 2) 
 

This week marks the second period of national restrictions or “Lockdown 2.0” as it has 
become commonly known. The national restrictions will remain in place from 5 November 
2020 to 2 December 2020.  
 
I have not written to you before now with further information about how this impacts school, 
as we were awaiting promised guidance from the government. As has now become 
traditional, the guidance was shared with schools late yesterday afternoon. In recognition of 
the lack of time given by the government to implement, the Department for Education has 
asked schools to have any change of measure in place by Monday 9 November. 
 
The full guidance to schools during national restrictions can be read here and a summary 
press release from the Secretary of State can be read here. The guidance should be read 
in conjunction with the general guidance to schools about operating during the pandemic 
and this can be found here. 
 
Schools remaining open 
During national restrictions, the school will continue to remain open to all of our children. 
The government scientific advisors maintain that: 
“the risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very 
low and there are negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of 
children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far outweigh the low risk from 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further.” 
 
We will continue to implement the vast majority of the measures outlined in our planning and 
Risk Assessment to reduce the risks of infection in school. 
 
Extra-curricular activities 
The National Restrictions guidance is clear that extra-curricular clubs, teams and activities 
are not permitted during lockdown, apart from those which provide Wraparound care and 
allow parents to go to work. We had hoped that Get Active Clubs could continue, however 
due to the guidance, this will be postponed until after lockdown. We will be continuing to 
offer our excellent Breakfast and After School Club, as this does fulfil the Wraparound care 
criteria. 
 
Face coverings 
We would like to thank all parents and carers for wearing face masks on school site. Staff 
will also wear masks/visors on the doors and when speaking to you. Staff only wear face 
coverings in school when outside their bubble. 
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Ventilation and clothing 
The latest guidance has reinforced the need for schools to maximise ventilation in 
classrooms as this has a mitigating effect on the spread of coronavirus. In practice, this 
means that we will be leaving doors and windows open as much as possible. As we move 
into the colder months of the year, we are conscious of the children being comfortable at 
school and not too cold. In addition to the school’s heating system being on, we would advise 
that children wear vests/t shirts under their shirts and wear tights or trousers along with their 
school jumpers or fleeces. On PE days, plain blue or black joggers or leggings are advisable. 
Staff are monitoring the temperatures in their classroom and balancing the need for 
ventilation whilst ensuring the rooms aren’t too cold! 
 
Children should continue to bring coats, scarves and gloves for break and lunchtimes. As 
the winter rolls on, we will review this position and adjust if necessary. To ensure that 
bubbles all have their own place to play at lunchtimes and breaks we need to use the school 
field. To ensure we keep the school as mud free as possible, please ensure your children 
bring in a change of footwear for these times. 
 
Visiting School 
Our current position is that unless absolutely necessary, parents and visitors should not 
come into the school building, or without permission or invite. However, we want to keep 
communication with you open and are happy to do this via email, phone call, Teams or 
Zoom. If you would like to contact us, please phone the office or email on 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk. 
 
Positive cases of COVID-19 within the school community 
To date, we haven’t had any pupils at Hillside who have tested positive, but have had one 
parent which we informed you about yesterday.  I would like to further explain the actions 
we take on receiving notification of a positive case and explain why we have not been 
required to take any further action so far. 
 
When we are notified of a positive case of a child or staff member, we are required to contact 
the Department for Education.  They ensure that they have a record of the positive test result 
for contact tracing purposes and advise us on any further actions that we are required to 
take.  In determining the level of action required, they consider: 
 

• The direct contact that the student/adult has had within the school over a period of 
48 hours, either before the onset of symptoms or before the date and time of the test 
if no symptoms were displayed.  This is considered the ‘infectious period’; 

• ‘Direct contact’ is determined as contact of over 15 minutes within a 2m distance; 

• Whether other positive cases have been notified to the school within a 14-day period. 
 
If we are notified of a parent who has tested positive, we contact 911 and follow the advice 
given. As stated in my letter yesterday, we were not required to take any further action. 

 
As specified in our risk assessment, we have chosen to notify staff and parents of all positive 
cases to be fully transparent.  I would like to reassure you that we are following all of the 
DfE guidance and that we take our responsibility during this pandemic very seriously. 
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Thank you for your continued support during this difficult period. We continue to be very 
pleased with the learning and progress that our students are making, despite our current 
challenges.  
 
Please do not hesitate to get in contact with us if you have further questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Nicci Morris 
 
 


