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1. Introduction 
 
Hillside is a Values Based Education School (Accreditation awarded October 
2018). A VBE ethos based ethos permeates through everything we do at 
Hillside.  
 
Our values are the golden thread that weaves our school community together. 
We have high expectations for learning and behaviour and all community 
members are encouraged to feel a sense of pride in being part of the Hillside 
community and promote our school values in every aspect of life. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural education is fundamental to children’s 
development as learners, individuals and active and responsible citizens. It is 
upheld by and contributes to our school values of: Respect, Collaboration, 
Resilience, learning Independence and Happiness. 
 
At Hillside we define Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education as: 
  
The Spiritual Development of children is shown by their: 

• ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, which 
inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different 
people’s feelings, values and faiths; 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination with learning about themselves, others and 
the world around them, including the intangible; 

• use of imagination and creativity in their learning; 

• willingness to reflect on their experiences . 
 
The Moral Development of children is shown by their: 
• ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, and their readiness 
to apply this understanding in their own lives. To have a respect for the civil and 
criminal law of England; 
• understanding of the consequences of their behaviour; 
• interest in investigating, and offering reasoned views about, moral and ethical 
issues.  Ability to accept, respect and appreciate that others may have a different 
viewpoint. 
 
The Social Development of children is shown by their: 
• use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and 
socialising with pupils from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds; 
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• willingness to participate in a variety of social settings, cooperating well with 
others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively; 
• willingness to volunteer; 
• interest in, and understanding of, the way communities and societies function 
at a variety of levels; 
• acceptance and engagement with the core British Values (see the DfE guidance 
listed below) of democracy, the rule of law, respect and tolerance of those with 
differing faiths and beliefs.  Their attitudes towards these British values allows the 
children to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 
 
The Cultural Development of children is shown by their: 
• understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that  
have shaped their own heritage and that of others; 
•willingness to participate in, and respond to, for example, artistic,  
musical, sporting, mathematical, technological, scientific, religious, spiritual and 
other cultural opportunities; 
• understanding and appreciation of the wide range of different cultures within 
school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in 
modern Britain; 
•interest in exploring, understanding of, and respect for cultural diversity 
and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate  
diversity, as shown by their attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-
economic groups in the local, national and global communities; 
 
 

2. Provision  
 
Spiritual Development 
At Hillside we promote spiritual development through questioning, promoting 
curiosity and giving children the opportunity to experience awe and wonder. We 
work hard to ensure children have a sense of security, protect their well-being 
and worth. 

 
 

Provision How it is evidenced 

Religious Education curriculum 
Assemblies 
Opportunities for quiet reflection 
Outdoor learning opportunities 
Whole school Values based half termly 
themes 
RE Inspired 
 
 

RE curriculum plans, include a 
multi-faith approach based upon the 
SACRe document. 
Visiting places of worship 
Whole school assemblies and 
celebrations 
Outdoor learning 
Residential visits 
Harvest, Christmas and Easter 
celebrations 
Nurture groups 
Visits from faith groups 
Time to reflect upon learning and 
experiences  
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Moral Development 
We support children to distinguish right from wrong, based on knowledge of the 
moral codes of their own and other cultures. Our Behaviour policy allows 
children to think through the consequences of their own and others’ actions 
Through our values children have respect for others’ needs, interests and 
feelings, as well as their own. We encourage children to explore their own and 
others’ views, and an understanding of the need to review and re-assess their 
values, codes and principles in the light of experience 
 
 

Provision How it is evidenced 

School behaviour Policy and Code of 
Conduct 
 
Religious Education curriculum 
 
Pupil Voice-Hillside Parliament 
 
Philosophy for Children 
 
Taking part in charitable projects  
 

Regular reviews of Behaviour  
Nurture groups 
Celebration of children achieving in 
the Golden Book 
Anti-bullying activities  
E-Safety teaching 
Whole school assemblies and the 
explicit discussion of school values, 
value of the half term 
communicated to parents and 
carers through newsletter 
Circle times 
Child participation in a range of 
pupil groups: School Parliament, 
Sports Captains, Eco Committee 
and anti-bullying ambassadors 
Charity appeals 

 
Social Development 
At Hillside Primary School we support children to adjust to a range of social 
contexts by relating well to other people’s social skills and personal qualities. 
We give lots of opportunity to work successfully, as a member of a group or 
team and encourage pupils to share views and opinions with others. Restorative 
Practice is adopted throughout the school which allows children to resolve 
conflicts maturely and appropriately. Our school Values are embedded to allow 
children time to reflect on their own contribution to society, showing respect for 
people, living things, property and the environment. 
 
 

Provision How it is evidenced 

PSHE Curriculum 
Working together in teams 
Pupil Voice 
Extra-curricular activities 
Enrichment Activities 
Outdoor Education  

Pupil Groups including: School 
Parliament, Anti-bullying 
ambassadors,  
Sports Leaders, Eco Committee 
Residential visits  
Educational visits 
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PE curriculum  
Cross phase working  
 

Afterschool clubs  
Participation in Music events:  
Transition visits 
Participation in Charity support: 
Children in Need, Red Nose Day  
Participation in Sporting events 
School house sports competitions 

Cultural Development 
 
Our school develops cultural development by extending pupils’ knowledge and 
use of cultural imagery and language. We encourage them to think about 
special events in life and how they are celebrated. We recognise and nurture 
particular gifts and talents whilst providing opportunities for pupils to participate 
in a variety of activities. 
Hillside reinforces the school’s cultural links through displays, assemblies, 
lessons, posters and exhibitions. We do this whilst developing partnerships with 
outside agencies and individuals to extend pupils’ cultural awareness, for 
example, theatre, museum and gallery visits. 
 

Provision How it is evidenced 

School Visits 
Participation in the Arts 
Arts Curriculum 
Modern Foreign Languages in line with 
the expectations of the National 
Curriculum 
 
 

School visits to museums, galleries, 
concerts, theatre visits 
Meeting authors 
Opportunities to take part in school 
productions /Performances 
Singing teaching  
Opportunities for individual 
instrumental lessons  
Visits from people of different 
cultures 
MFL teaching 
Sports Day 

 
 

3. Related Policies 
 

Behaviour Policy; 
Teaching and Learning Policy; 
Prevent Policy 

 
 

4. Related Documents 
 

Promoting fundamental British values through SMSC (DfE 2014) 
Protecting children from radicalisation: The prevent duty (DfE 2015) 
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Appendix One: Adaptations to the teaching of SMSC due to 
Covid-19 
 
As a result of the 2020-2021 global pandemic, we have had to adapt some of 
our normal SMSC practices to ensure the safety of both staff and pupils. 
Adaptations are as follows:  

 
Spiritual Development 
 
Opportunities for spiritual development will continue to be provided in the 
Hillside curriculum. However, due to social distancing guidelines and children 
returning in strict year group ‘bubbles’, whole school and phase assemblies 
cannot go ahead. Instead, staff will be responsible for delivering class or year 
group assemblies, and will be asked to follow specific themes to ensure that 
children are still experiencing a sense of awe and wonder. Where possible, 
whole school assemblies will also be delivered online by Mrs Morris, via Zoom. 
 
We recognise that after a significant period of absence from school, it is now 
more important than ever that children feel safe and secure. Some children may 
have anxieties about returning; therefore, we will continue with our Nurture work, 
however this will be delivered by a designated Nurture lead, within the year 
group bubble. Nurture may take the form of regular check ins, or more planned, 
structured sessions. 
 
Although for years we have used trips and visits from those in our local 
community as a way to promote spiritual development across the school, 
unfortunately this is no longer possible. Instead, staff should do their best to 
facilitate experiences such as these, from the classroom. For example, religious 
leaders may be able to speak to the children via a Zoom link, or it may be 
appropriate to use photographs or virtual tours of places of worship, when 
teaching.  

 
Moral Development 
 
Each year, there are a number of children who express interest in raising money 
for specific causes and charities through events such as cake sales. 
Unfortunately, these are currently unable to go ahead.  
 
Furthermore, moral development is usually promoted across the school through 
collaboration across year groups. An example of this would be Hillside Members 
of Parliament discussing pupil voice. Due to government guidelines on social 
distancing, this is not possible. However, staff should make an effort to ensure 
that there are still opportunities for collaboration and discussion of current world 
issues within the year group bubbles.  
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Social Development 
 
As we do not yet know how long Covid-19 will pose a concern to staff and pupil 
health, educational visits and visitors entering the school are both currently on 
hold. Again, staff should ensure that pupils do not miss out as a result and that 
alternative learning experiences are promoted.  
 
Although we hope that residential visits will be able to go ahead in the summer 
term, this is something that will have to be reviewed regularly in line with new, 
updated government guidance. 
 
Internal and external sporting events are also currently on hold, in order to limit 
pupils’ exposure to children outside of their bubble.  

 
Cultural Development 
 
As previously mentioned, educational visits and visitors are currently on hold. 
Staff should ensure that children are still developing their cultural awareness in 
other ways, for example those outlined in the provision section above. 
 
As of yet, there are no plans for school productions, as this would generally 
involve pupils mixing across year groups and parents entering the school 
building. We will continue to review this in line with updated government 
guidance.  


