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ASSESSMENT POLICY 

Purpose of assessment 

This Assessment Policy sets out the key principles behind our assessment system. It is 
intended to provide all stakeholders with a clear and brief overview of why, how, and what 
we assess as a school. Assessment is integral to high quality teaching and learning. It helps 
us to ensure that our teaching is appropriate and that learners are making expected and 
better progress.  

As a school, we believe that formative assessment (Assessment for Learning – AfL) goes to 
the very heart of good quality teaching and learning.  

For children: To develop keen, ambitious children with a thirst for learning by identifying for 
them where they need to target their efforts to improve. 

For teachers: As reflective practitioners, AfL allows teachers to identify what a child knows 
and what they need to learn next. It supports us to provide appropriate support or extension. 
It supports our evaluation of what is working well in our teaching and what we might need to 
adapt. 

For parents: it provides teachers with rich, constructive information to report to parents 
providing them with a broad picture of their child’s strengths and areas for improvement. 

 To drive improvement, by: 

• Linking assessment to improve the quality of teaching and setting ambitious targets. 
Ensuring feedback to pupils contributes to improved learning and is focused on specific 
and tangible objectives.  

• Producing recordable measures which can demonstrate comparison against expected 
standards and reflect progress over time.  

• Ensuring assessment feedback should inspire greater effort and a belief that, through 
hard work and practice, more can be achieved. 

Type of assessment 

There are three main types of assessment: formative; in-school summative, and nationally 
standardised summative. 

Aims of assessment 

• Identify what children know and what they need to learn next 

• Inform planning (school/ class/ group/ individual), target setting, information for parents 
and governors, class organisation 

• Measure individual/ group progress 

• Evaluate effectiveness of teaching methods/ interventions 

• Comply with statutory requirements; align school with national standards 
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Our method of assessment 

We assess pupils against assessment criteria, which are short, discrete, qualitative and 
concrete descriptions of what a pupil is expected to know and be able to do. Assessment 
criteria are derived from the school curriculum, which is composed of the National curriculum 
statements. 

The achievement of each pupil is assessed against all the relevant criteria throughout the 
year and recorded onto an electronic tracker (Target Tracker) on a regular basis and at the 
end of each half term. Assessment judgements are recorded and backed by a body of 
evidence created using observations, records of work and testing. Assessment judgements 
are moderated regularly by colleagues in school and by colleagues in other schools to make 
sure our assessments are fair, reliable and valid. 

Each year band is broken down into 6 steps: 

 

 

 

 

The three broader sections may be thought of in these terms: 

Beginning Working Within Secure 

Pupil learning is chiefly focused 

on the criteria for the band. 

There may be minimal elements 

of the previous band still to gain 

complete confidence in. 

Pupil learning is fully focused on 

the criteria for the band. Up to 

70% of the statements are 

confidently achieved. 

Confidence in all of the criteria 

for the band. There may be 

pupil learning still focused on 

gaining thorough confidence in 

some minimal elements but the 

broad expectations for the band 

have been met. 

B B+ W W+ S S+ 

Secure plus – this effectively represents consolidation of the band and, while pupils will still 
need to pass through it in the following year, it allows teachers to identify pupils who, while 
still operating at age related expectations, have attained a more thorough and wide ranging 
grasp of the content and concepts. Secure plus demonstrates the foundation from which a 
pupil may proceed onto the criteria in the following band. They have attained a broader and 
deeper understanding. Lower and higher achieving children may be working in bands outside 
of their current year group and this will be recorded as such. 
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Early Years 

A Baseline assessment is carried out when a child enters education. This baseline is a series 
of observations that have to be done within the first 6 weeks of the child entering education. 

Pupils working below band 1 

Year 1 pupils who are working below the beginning of the Year 1 band could still be assessed 
in the EYFS 40-60s or 40-60s+ month band steps or P-scales if they have Special 
Educational Needs. 

Exceptions from National Expectations 

Only children of exceptional ability will move into working towards the end of year 
expectations from the year above. Similarly, children who are unlikely to be 'beginning’ at the 
end of the year may work towards the expectations from the year below. 

Our use of assessment 

At Hillside, teachers will use the outcomes of our assessments to summarise and analyse 
attainment and progress for their pupils and classes. They will then use this data to plan the 
learning for every pupil to ensure they meet or exceed expectations. Teachers and leaders 
analyse the data across the school to ensure that all pupils at Hillside are making good 
progress and that all pupils are suitably stretched. 

Recording 

We recognise various methods of assessing a child’s learning. The type of assessment that 
we make varies from subject to subject. We track pupil progress on Target Tracker. We use 
daily lessons, a variety of AfL (Assessment for Learning) strategies ie: questioning, thumbs 
up, feedback, etc., end of topic assessments and SATs assessments as evidence. 

Reporting to parents 

We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s progress in 
school. We also encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any 
aspect of their child’s work.  

Each term we offer parents the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher. At the first meeting 
of the school year we review the targets that we have identified for their child. At the second 
meeting of the year (which we hold in the Spring term) we evaluate their child’s progress as 
measured against the targets. 

During the summer term we give all parents a written report of their child’s progress and 
achievements during the year. In this report we also identify target areas for the next school 
year. We include a space for parental feedback. In reports for pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 we 
also provide details of teacher assessments and the levels achieved in the national tests. 

We offer parents of pupils in EYFS the opportunity to discuss the results of the Foundation 
Stage Profile with their child’s teacher. 
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Target setting 

We set targets in mathematics, reading and writing for all our children during each academic 
year. 

We review the progress of each child termly during pupil progress meetings. During pupil 
progress meetings we identify target groups- we then use this information and data to put 
interventions in place. 

Children are given targets based upon the assessment grids; these are reviewed on a regular 
basis. 

To meet current age related expectations, children should achieve the following levels: 

Year 1 

Autumn 1 

assessment 

End of 
Year 1 
target 

End of 

Year 2 

target 

End of 

Year 3 

target 

End of 

Year 4 

target 

End of 

Year 5 

target 

End of 

Year 6 

target 

40-60s+ 1s 2s 3s 4s 5s 6s 

   

Related Policies 

Teaching and Learning Policy 

SEND Policy 

 


