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14 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
What a lovely start to the term it has been. It really is testament both to, you as parents and the 
support you have given your children for their return to school, and also to the staff, who have 
ensured that children are excited about their learning and want to come in each day. We are very 
focused on learning continuing as normal, whilst ensuring we follow our risk assessments to keep 
all children and staff as safe as is reasonably possible. Thank you to the parent community, for 
putting your trust in us, sending your children back to school, and for following the measures that 
we have put in place.  
 
The children have been amazing and are getting back into their learning routines. I am sure they are 
very tired returning to school after all this time, but they all seem happy to be back with their peers. 
Hillside is a very calm, purposeful and happy place to be. 
 
I have a couple of updates for you with regards to Health and Safety. If your children become unwell 
during the day, firstly please be assured we will look after them. In the first instance, we will bring 
them to a ventilated area, away from other children and ask you to pick them up immediately. We 
have a forehead temperature gauge, and if they have a high temperature, we will ask you to either 
book to take them for a test, at one of the test centres, or you can order a home testing kit test. 
Either way, your child must not return to school until they have had a negative test result. Siblings 
will need to remain at home too.   
 
We understand that there will be various coughs, colds and bugs around as we go through the next 
few months, and most will be related to the common cold and normal childhood illnesses. However, 
I hope you will appreciate that we are following the guidance carefully and are being cautious during 
this time. If your child wakes up with a temperature, unlike our usual messages of send them into 
school, we ask you to keep them at home. If anyone in your family receives a positive test result, 
please ensure you inform us so that we can contact Public Health England and the Local Authority 
for advice. 
 
We are currently working on a Blended Learning Package, so that children can access learning if they 
have to stay at home. This package would cover all scenarios for example, if one child has been sent 
home, if a year group bubble has to remain at home, or if we are forced to close the school. This will 
involve using Office 365 and Teams. Your child should have their log-in details in their Home 
Learning Journals (Years 1-6); Reception and Nursery children will be receiving their log-in details 
shortly in their book bags. 
 
I hope that by now, you have seen Mr Pearman’s message about an extremely upsetting and highly 
graphic video currently trending on TikTok and other social media, of a man live-streaming his 
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suicide. Whilst TikTok have stated that they are doing their best to remove the video, it has been 
shared across many social media platforms, hundreds of thousands of times, including under fake 
titles. Some titles on TikTok are as trivial as ‘look at the pasta I cooked tonight’ before the video then 
plays; therefore, children can come across the video without even searching for it.  We urge 
parents/carers to be vigilant and would advise that you supervise very closely what your 
child/children are accessing online. Please be reminded that TikTok is a platform for 13 years and 
above. 
 

Thank you for observing our one-way routes around the school. Next week, we are going to open 
the side gate onto Halls Lane as an exit route only. This access is not wide enough for entry and exit 
whilst social distancing measures have to be enforced. This will hopefully alleviate the footfall 
exiting onto Rushey Way at the front of the school, which we have seen is congested at times. When 
exiting onto Rushey Way, please ensure you are being mindful of others walking along the path too.   
 
By opening this gate, it will allow access to the underpass so that fewer parents and children need 
to cross Rushey Way to go home. As a school, we are very concerned about the speed at which cars 
travel along Rushey Way. Many cars do not respect the 20mph speed limits and we are worried 
about your safety. Please take extra care crossing this road. As a school, we are in contact with the 
council and are requesting an assessment of the road outside the school and asking what can be 
done to protect your children’s safety.  In the meantime, please take care. 
 
Finally, I am afraid we are unable to invite you into school for our usual ‘Meet the teacher and 
Curriculum’ talks this year, but everything should be in the year group handbooks which you will 
receive shortly. Parents’ Evening will be after half-term and will be conducted via your child’s 
Microsoft Teams account in a video meeting. More information will be available at a later date.  
 
If you do have any questions or concerns, we would ask that you email or phone the office and we 
will endeavor to help you. Please only use the front office if you really have to and observe the one-
in and one-out request. 
 
It has been lovely to see you all again. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Mrs N Morris 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

 
 
 


