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27 August 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I trust you all have had a good Summer break and enjoyed time with your families. I am 
writing to you ahead of our opening next week, welcoming you back and sharing some 
changes we have had to make in response to health and safety guidelines.  
 
There has been a lot of speculation in the news about whether schools should be opening. 
I wanted to reassure you we plan to open, and we believe we have implemented the required 
set of control measures to ensure the safety of the children and staff.  
 
These protective measures include: 
  

• Children/staff with high temperatures, continuous coughs, loss of taste and smell do 
not come into school. 

• Robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

• Enhanced cleaning arrangements 

• Active engagement with test and trace  

• Reduce contact, by implementing year group bubbles and avoiding, wherever 
possible, contact between bubbles 

• Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks (Year 2-6) 

• Staff maintaining distance from pupils as much as possible. 

• Reducing visitors on site and implementing social distancing where possible 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming everyone back, and welcoming our new families, to 
the school.  The staff have been in school preparing the classrooms and planning for the 
children’s return. Some of you may understandably be anxious about sending your children 
back to school, especially those who have been previously isolating. However, regular 
school attendance is now compulsory as it is essential to help pupils catch-up on missed 
education, make progress and promote their well-being and wider development.  
 
Our new children starting in Nursery and Reception need a strong start to their education, 
as we know that this can affect their longer-term outcomes.  Foundation and Year 1 will be 
offering our normal, high-quality, continuous provision and will follow a strict hygiene regime, 
with the equipment to ensure our 2 to 6 year-olds get the learning opportunities they need 
for their development.  
 
If you believe your child cannot  return to school, either because they are one of the few who 
are complying with clinical or public health advice, have symptoms (or someone in their 
family has), have received a positive test result or are self-isolating because they have 
returned from a country where they need to quarantine, please email 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk, and follow government guidance. Over the Summer we 
have developed a Remote Learning Policy to implement, if we have to close the school 
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again. This will also be used for any children who are required to self-isolate and will need 
to work from home. This policy will be available to you in due course. 
 
As mentioned at the beginning of this letter, we are ready to start term and are looking 
forward to doing what we love doing, whole class teaching and teaching children face-to-
face. To do this we are having to make a few adjustments to our usual routines, which are 
to ensure the safety of all in school, so I trust you will understand the reasoning behind these 
changes.  
 
We have tried to pre-empt any issues, and have thought through plans and risk assessments 
carefully, but I would ask for your patience in ensuring the systems we have organised, run 
smoothly. Some of the changes may add on a few minutes to your school routines, but I 
would ask for your understanding as this, as it is to enable us to make the school safe for 
everyone. With this in mind, and because our pathways at the front of the school are narrow, 
the entrance to school will be through the exit barrier and you will need to leave via the Stop 
and Drop side (Stop and Drop will not be operating until further notice). Please note, the 
side gates will not be open due to space restrictions, which will make social distancing very 
difficult. Now we have many more families returning, the one-way system will stop at the 
playground blue gates to avoid queuing, but I’m afraid that we must insist that you drop your 
child off at their classroom doors and leave immediately, to minimize the amount of people 
on the site at once. We would encourage children in year 5 and 6 to be dropped off at the 
school gates. Please remember to familiarize yourself with your drop off and pick up times 
as it is important that you stick to these timings. These timings are set by surname: 
 

Drop-off Times 8:30 – 8:40 8:40 – 8:50 8:50 – 9:00 

 A - F G - N O - Z 

 

Pick-up Times 3:00 – 3:10 3:10 – 3:20 3:20 – 3:30 

 A - F G - N O - Z 

 
Children will enter/exit the school through the usual classroom/year group doors, except for 
Year 3. To avoid congestion at the entrance to school, Year 3 children will be entering school 
via the Year 2 doors from the main playground. At the end of the day, Year 3 will be waiting 
at the Main Hall doors from the main playground. 
 
Year groups have been given staggered break times and lunch times with allocated spaces 
outside throughout the week. 
 
On the days your child is timetabled to have PE, they will need to arrive to school in their PE 
kits. Tracksuit bottoms can be worn over PE shorts. Year group timetables will be handed 
out to the children on their first day, once finalized. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who have requested either Breakfast Club or After-school Club 
spaces for their child. We have had to employ more staff to accommodate a higher need. A 
separate letter will be sent out to those parents with spaces booked. Both clubs are now full. 
If you would like to add your child’s name to our waiting list please email 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk providing your child’s surname and which club you 
require, for which days. If it is After School Club, please advise which sessions you would 
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want your child to attend each day. We will then contact you as soon as a place becomes 
available. 
 
Those of you who know Hillside, will appreciate that this really is not how we like the school 
to be, as a sense of community is what makes Hillside the school we are. Let us hope we 
will not need to follow such stringent health and safety measures for much longer, and we 
that we can get back to having celebrations, events and gatherings soon. In the meantime, 
please work with us to ensure we can get school open and keep everyone safe throughout 
the next few months. 
 
We have all been overwhelmed by your support in purchasing the individual stationery 
packs.  The children’s work packs look amazing, and we are all so thankful for your kind 
donations which have enabled this. 
 
Please be reminded that the DFE guidance is still that Primary School aged children do not 
need to wear face masks in school, therefore any children wearing face coverings will need 
to remove them before entering the school. 
 
Please enjoy the last few days of the holiday. I’m sure you are all busy sorting out uniform 
and starting to prepare for your new routines. Don’t forget to share the welcome videos  
from your child’s class teacher with your children: 
https://www.hillside.wokingham.sch.uk/parents/transition-videos-for-september-2020/ 
and start talking about going back to school, as we understand for some children the last 
time they were in school was in March. Pictures of your child’s new classroom will be 
Tweeted, Facebooked and of course will be on our website. For the younger children, I 
would suggest walking up to school a few times before their actual start day. We are aware 
that some children may need support with starting school and we are ready to welcome 
them. If you have any worries that you think we can help you with, please contact the school. 
The government have produced a document to help with returning to school 
www.gov.uk/backtoschool which gives information and practical guidance on returning to 
school. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Mrs N Morris 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.hillside.wokingham.sch.uk/parents/transition-videos-for-september-2020/
http://www.gov.uk/backtoschool

