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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Values Newsletter 
 
As we near the end of a very different year of learning at Hillside we need to take time to reflect on 
the journey we have been on together – even when we have been apart. 
 
One thing we have all managed to share and draw upon during our Lockdown experience, are our 
Hillside School Values, which have played a significant role in our learning and behaviour this year. 
Our Hillside Values are a connection for us all; to help drive our determination, to build our resilience 
to face challenges, to recognise the positives of working closely with others to make things work, to 
have aspirations and hopes and dreams for the future and notice how happiness can envelope 
ourselves and others in the simplest and most beautiful of ways. 
 
Despite us losing the social side of education and what usually makes school life even more 
wonderful, we have all adapted to the changes we have had to put in place and remained the close 
community that makes Hillside so special. It has been lovely to see and hear about all the learning 
at home that has taken place this term, much of which shows how you are still using our values to 
keep going with your learning, even when times and experiences have been difficult. Taking our 
Hillside Values into your home has helped behaviours remain calm and given opportunities for 
discussions, building understanding of feelings and seeing things from other people’s points of view.  
Our Wellbeing week allowed us time to look after ourselves and other’s wellbeing. To slow down, 
have time to think and reflect on experiences and share worries, all helping to refresh our minds and 
our bodies. Our Hillside Values help us all to be the wonderful citizens we are. 
 
Children who have returned to school have showcased our Values. They have embraced social 
distancing, yet continued to be part of a team, respected themselves and others, shown 
determination and resilience to get back to learning and always remained calm and happy, despite 
all the changes to our environments and routines. Well done to you all. 
 
As the Year 6 children move onto the next chapter of their educational lives, we have asked the 
children to share their thoughts on Hillside’s Values and how they have impacted their learning, 
behaviour and attitudes. The children have been on the Hillside journey of developing the core values 
we have over the years and have been great ambassadors of the Values within the school 
community.  
 
Here are some of the things the children have said about Our Hillside Values; 
 
I have become more resilient at school and now face challenges in a positive way without giving up. 
My creativity has finally shown its true colours and I can now see the world in a more positive way. 
 
The value of kindness is important to me because if someone is upset I will help them by listening to 
what’s wrong and seeing how I can help. 
 
Determination has helped me to try challenging questions and to help learn more things by having a 
positive mind set with my work. 
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The value of collaboration has helped me to work in groups and to be more confident to share my 
ideas. 
 
I have used courage to make new friends and my group of friends keeps expanding. 

The values have had a positive impact on our learning. 

Values help give you a target to strive for. 

These are values that we will keep for life. 

If you look at a value, you can set yourself a goal to be better at it. 

The values have helped us be more self-confident. 

They help to round you into a better person. 

They have made us look at things from a different perspective. 

Values have helped us reach our goals. 
 
They have helped shape us and helped us to focus our learning. 
 
Although our Values are challenging, we know what they mean. 
 
Values are like rules, if you follow them you will succeed. 
 
Our assemblies show us what we can achieve when we are older and that there are role models 
who have demonstrated the same values. 
 
Reading the children’s thoughts about our Hillside Values shows us that Values Based Education 
has a real impact on our children and their learning, behaviour and attitudes. It is wonderful to hear 
that so many children will be taking these values with them as they make their step forward out of 
Hillside and onto their next adventure and see that having a set of core values helps many aspects 
of lifelong learning and healthy attitudes to life. 
 
We are looking forward to another great year of learning together from September and wish you all 
a very happy and safe summer holiday; with time to rest, reflect and rebuild resilience and courage 
to go again next year, with positivity and determination to be the best you can be. We all need to 
give thanks to each other for the way we have all responded to the challenges of 2020 and feel 
assured that when we all come back together in September that out Hillside Values can continue to 
encourage us to work hard, aim high and have a healthy and happy mind and body. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make Hillside the school it is – respectful, ambitious, 

successful and happy! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs M. Attewell 
Early Years & VBE Leader  


