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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent. It is the one that is most adaptable to 
change, that lives within their means available and works co-operatively against common threats”. Charles Darwin 
(1809 – 1882) 
 
Of the many quotes that have been shared over lockdown, I feel this one is particularly fitting, as adaptable and co-
operative is something we have all had to be over the last 115 days. You at home, and us in school have all had to change 
in so many ways and in doing this I hope you, like I have, have recognised so many positives that have come out of the 
situation we found ourselves in. For me, one of the aspects that has struck me is the strength of our Hillside community, 
which has helped us here at school a great deal and we want to thank you for this. I’m sure none of us, when we stood 
on the field at last year’s sports day or watched the Christmas performances ever thought we would have to adapt and 
make the changes we have had to make, but we have all done it and we are still smiling here at Hillside!  
 
The belief I have in our community was compounded further for me when all the Amazon boxes and donations arrived 
this week. I have never before wanted to ask you for help with resources, but made the difficult decision to do so this 
year. The staff have been overwhelmed with the response to our plea, to the point that I had a little weep yesterday at 
your kindness and generosity. The packs are being put together ready for all the children in September. Just a huge 
thank you from all of us. 
  
Apologies for my recent epic letters, regarding planning and risk assessments for children in school. I always aim to be 
as transparent with you, so that you feel confident in us as a school but this often means my letters are longer than 
usual. There are just a few final points to share with you with regards to September.  
 
Firstly, it is not possible to open the Stop and Drop at the start of term, therefore the carpark will remain closed to all 
parents unless you need to use the disabled parking, in which case please contact the school office. As always, please 
can I urge you to use the Chalfont carpark which is a 5-minute walk from the school.  If you need to drive to school, 
please respect our neighbours and park courteously. Also, please do not drop children off on the main road or at the 
entrance or exit barriers. Mr Turner and myself are becoming increasingly worried by the speed at which the cars drive 
past our school, and are working on how we can make drivers more mindful of reducing their speed as they drive past 
the school. Parking on the main road, or in the bus lane, all adds to putting children’s lives at risk, as families arrive and 
leave school.   
 
As we are unable to cross year group bubbles, Sensory Circuits will not be able to go ahead in the same capacity as they 
usually do in school from September. Mrs Clark, our Inclusion Manager, will contact the parents who this affects with 
an alternative plan. To fit in with the COVID guidance, PE lessons will be outside until further notice. Please remember 
to make sure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit on their PE days.  Full school uniform is expected from the 
start of term. An email has been sent out advising how to order uniform and gives details of how to place an order. 
  
We fully intend to open our Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs from Monday 7th September. This is more difficult than 
usual for us to operate, as we have to try to avoid mixing year group bubbles and minimise contact between each bubble. 
With this in mind, provision may look different but we will do our best to provide this service as we know it is vital to so 
many of you. Mrs Morsman, our School Business Manager, will be in contact with those who have completed the survey 
to book a space. 
  
So, despite the fact this is not how we would want to end the school year, here we are, and sadly we say good bye to 
some very special members of the Hillside Family. Firstly, our beautiful Year 6 children, who should not have had to end 
their Primary education this way but have embraced the learning and opportunities offered. They have been a great 
year group to teach and we wish them well as they move onto secondary school. We hope they leave us with Hillside 
values, and with the knowledge and skills to move onto their next stage of education.  We have not been able to give 



 
 

 

Over the last few years, Hillside’s Curriculum has completely evolved. It has been a focus for our school 

improvement and staff have put many hours into planning exciting and engaging units for their classes. We 

always aspire for our curriculum to not just meet National Curriculum objectives, but to instil a love of learning, 

a passion for curiosity and an understanding of current, global issues around the world. We hope that as 

children continue their journeys to the next year group, they take their learning experiences with them, and 

continue to deepen their knowledge. 

I have never been prouder to lead Curriculum across our school, and cannot thank our staff enough for their 

determination and drive to make pupils’ lessons the best they can be. I hope that you enjoy reading through 

this newsletter and seeing exactly what our Hillside pupils get up to in their lessons.  

Mrs Duffield  

Curriculum Leader 

So, despite the fact this is not how we would want to end the school year, here we are, and sadly we say good bye to 
some very special members of the Hillside Family. Firstly, our beautiful Year 6 children, who should not have had to end 
their Primary education this way but have embraced the learning and opportunities offered. They have been a great 
year group to teach and we wish them well as they move onto secondary school. We hope they leave us with Hillside 
values, and with the knowledge and skills to move onto their next stage of education.  We have not been able to give 
them our usual leavers ceremony but hope they enjoyed their picnics, and we will email families when their gifts are 
ready to be collected. 
 
We also say a very sad goodbye to Mrs Jewell and Mrs Sheriff, who have both been influential in Hillside’s journey which 
we are truly thankful for.  It is a sad farewell but we wish them all the best for their future careers.  We also wish Miss 
Wellen well as she starts her maternity leave. 
  
There are many people who ensure that Hillside is a wonderful place for the children to learn in, and there are many 
people to thank for ensuring that the children get a high-quality education and experience, and know they are important 
and cared for.  I would like to thank the Staff, Governors, PTA, Allotment team and of course you as parents who have 
done an exceptional job in becoming teachers over the last few months (at least I had 4 years training to do the job!)  
  
I hope you enjoy reading each year group’s end of term curriculum news. We are particularly proud of our new 
curriculum which we have been improving to ensure it is engaging, relevant and a curriculum which is inspiring to the 
world we live in today. We are just sad we have not been able to teach all our plans this year, but look forward to getting 
going in September. 
  
We are really looking forward to welcoming everyone back in September and welcoming our new families to Hillside. I 
am sure we will be adapting to further change when we return, but as Darwin quoted “we are strong and we can and 
will adapt with a smile on our face”.  I will be writing our COVID Risk Assessment over the next few weeks and will let 
you know if there are any further updates from the government over the holidays so please keep checking your emails.  
 
I would like to wish you all a safe and happy Summer break and hope the sun shines for us all. 
 
Best wishes to you all, Mrs Morris 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

     

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

 

Rushey Way, Lower Earley, Reading, RG6 4HQ. Tel 0118 9755771 

  
Foundation have shown such resilience and determination this year in their learning. Though we weren’t able 

to complete some of the fabulous activities we had planned, we still had lots of fun during the first half of the 

year. Foundation had a visit from a local PCSO who explained how we can keep safe when out and about. 

Some of us even got to try on the uniform! The children also had a visit from a Road Safety expert who taught 

us the importance of crossing the road safely and how to do this.  

During the Spring term, the children had a visit from Goldilocks who made quite the mess in the outdoor area! 

They showed great detective skills by looking for clues, as well as creative skills by creating posters and traps 

to try and catch her. Foundation were very resilient and full of energy when taking part in the Bike Scoot event 

this year, in which they had great fun! 

Foundation have also completed some amazing distance learning from home this year too! Again, displaying 

some of the school values really well. We have been blown away by your beautiful artwork, incredible writing 

and reading. Thank you for a fantastic year Foundation!  

 



 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

In Year 1 this year, we made the most of the lovely Autumn weather by learning all about seasonal changes 

and plants, and exploring the school grounds. In Geography we developed our map skills by walking around 

Lower Earley and discovering landmarks, while in History we were so excited to learn about inventions from 

different decades.  

We are really lucky to have been able to continue our learning in school this term, and we have particularly 

been enjoying using the orchard for science and wellbeing.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 Year 2 
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  Even though we weren’t able to do some of the lovely things we had planned for the rest of Year 2 we had a 

brilliant first half of the year with you all!  

We started our curriculum learning with the Great Fire of London, where we made our own Tudor houses to 

then burn and recreate the Great Fire. We were able to really understand how a fire spreads so quickly 

when houses are built so close together! We also had our visit from the Wokingham Fire Brigade who 

showed us all of the tools they use in their fire engine. Most importantly, we learnt all about how to be safe 

around fires and what a safe fire looks like, as well as how to stay safe in our homes.  

Towards the end of the Autumn term, during our learning in DT, we designed and made our own pizzas. We 

learnt how to cut safety in different ways, for different pieces of food and how to make and knead dough. 

We also auditioned, rehearsed and performed in our play where we learnt more about the Christmas story 

and how Christians celebrate Christmas. We also used our musical skills to learn and perform the songs in 

our performance, even putting dances to them! 

Finally, we had our wonderful trip in the beginning of the Spring term to the Winchester Science Centre 

where we visited the planetarium and learnt more about space and Neil Armstrong.  

Thank you for a fantastic year, Year 2! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 Year 3 
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   In Year 3, we have made lots of wonderful memories, many of which are based on our fantastic topics.  

As part of our learning on The Stone Age, we visited Stonehenge. We took lots of brilliant photographs and 

despite the wind and a broken-down coach, we had lots of fun. We also created miniature Woolly 

Mammoth traps, carefully cutting and joining wood before camouflaging them.  

In the Spring Term, we moved on to exploring life in the Ancient Egyptian period. We created beautiful 

paintings of patterns inspired by the book The Little Hippo. On our curriculum day, we had a fantastic visit 

from Robbie, who helped us explore Egyptian beliefs through drama and we mummified tomatoes which 

was a very messy process.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 4 
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We are so proud of Year 4 for embracing every learning opportunity this year.  

In English, Year 4 studied and wrote some of their own pieces based on well-known literature, including The 

Wizard of Oz, The Witches and even wrote their own Witches' Chant based on Shakespeare's MacBeth. Year 

4 have also enjoyed completing lots of experiments in Science, including measuring the weight of gases and 

creating successful circuits.  

The children were very enthusiastic when learning about 'Extreme Earth' in the Autumn term and showed 

fantastic collaboration in The Earthquake Challenge with a visitor from the University of Reading. Moving 

into the Spring term, Year 4 became historians and explored and compared the lives of Celts, comparing this 

to the Romans and Anglo-Saxons. 

Year 4 have completed so much fantastic distance learning whilst at home! We have been so amazed by all 

of your brilliant writing, interesting artwork and creative projects. Thank you for a fantastic year. 

 

 



 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
  

In Year 5, our over-arching theme has been legacies and through our wider curriculum, we learnt about 

those of the Vikings and the Victorians. 

To enrich our Viking topic, we invited in historian ‘Peter the Merciless’. We all dressed up and had a hands-

on experience investigating replica artefacts and this included being shown weapons too! In our lessons, we 

discussed the impact the Vikings had on Britain and the legacies that still exist today. Did you know many of 

places in Britain still have Viking names! 

The Victorian topic focused on the legacies of the Industrial Revolution, comparing Britain before and after, 

both geographically and economically. Our English work was also linked into this era as we learnt about 

Charles Dickens and wrote diary entries, as if we were children during the Victorian times. 

In Art this year, Year 5 produced some excellent pieces including: Viking ships on watercolour backgrounds; 

using perspective to draw ‘Privot Drive’ and ‘Diagon Ally’ from Harry Potter; figure drawing to create a Lowry 

masterpiece and working collaboratively to make printing blocks for our very own William Morris inspired 

wallpaper. 

Through distance learning, Year 5 have worked extremely hard researching a country in South America; 

writing about the Ancient Mayan civilisation and learning about fair trade and chocolate. We are extremely 

proud of the independence Year 5 have shown during their time away from school. 
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 Year 6 
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Well Year 6, here we are at the end of the school year. We know it hasn’t quite ended as you would have 

wanted it to, but regardless, we are so proud of everything you achieved this year.  

It may seem hard to remember all the way back to the Autumn and Spring terms, but they certainly were 

jam-packed! We started off with narrative writing in English, before moving onto The Highwayman, a poem 

by Alfred Noyes. Using the illustrations from the poem, you created some phenomenal monoprints, which 

we proudly displayed around the school.  

It wasn’t long until we jumped into our topic of ‘Conflict’, and we began looking at both World Wars. Your 

passion and curiosity during these topics were second to none, and we enjoyed seeing you learn and grow as 

people. At Christmas time, you rein-acted the Christmas Truce on our school playground and imagined how 

you’d feel if you were in the soldiers’ shoes.  

Many of the books we read with you in class this year were also tied into life during the war, including the 

‘Once’ series, which followed Felix, a Jewish, Polish boy living throughout WW2. Reading and discussing 

these books with you at the end of each day will live on as one of Mrs Duffield and Mrs Jewell’s favourite 

memories. 

We covered so many different areas of the Science Curriculum this year, but perhaps one of our favourites 

to do with you, was our Microorganisms topic, where we investigated which variables will make bread grow 

mould the fastest. We tied this learning into art and looked at the artist C.L. Frost, who photographs mould 

on a microscopic level. You did the same and took some mind-blowing photographs, focusing on 

composition, light, colour, etc. Seeing your end products was definitely worth having 30 pieces of mouldy 

bread hidden around our classrooms, under our sinks and even in our cupboards!  

We have been immensely proud of you all, at every stage of this year; we know you have worked incredibly 

hard over the lockdown period. Before you move on to secondary school, please do take some time to 

reflect on not just the learning you’ve done over the last couple of months, but what you’ve achieved since 

September. Please hold onto your drive for learning, your enthusiasm and creativity: they are all qualities 

that will serve you well at secondary school. We will miss you all very much! 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

  

We have been lucky enough to have had Mrs Kidd teaching French lessons to Key Stage Two this year. Mrs 

Kidd is passionate about languages and has helped us to shape how we teach and sequence these lessons 

across the school.  

 

Years 3- 6 have really enjoyed their French lessons this year. It has wonderful to see the hard work and 

enthusiasm put into their home learning and to see the children continue to make progress with both their 

spoken and written French. Here are some examples of the "fantastique" French poems Year 5 created 

during poetry week.  

 


