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22nd May 2020 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Update Letter3 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Please note this letter only applies to Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils, but is 
shared with the whole school to keep everyone up to date. Key Worker Camp will receive a 
separate letter with an update. 
 
There is a lot of detail in this letter, however, I have taken the approach of trying to share 
everything with you, so you can digest it in your own time and hopefully it will eliminate any 
questions you may have. 
 
Following on from my previous letter, I am writing to you with further details of our plan to 
reopen Hillside to Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and small groups of year 6 pupils.  It is our 
aim to open on Monday 8th June, but this will depend on the Government’s announcement 
on 28th May where there will be a further update on the infection rate and how controlled it 
is. 
 
In creating this plan, we have followed government guidelines and listened to a wide range 
of experts. We have carried out a detailed risk assessment which you will be able to see 
prior to opening. The Governing Body has discussed and agreed the plan.  The plan is based 
on limiting cross contamination of people by using the same place, same people model 
alongside following social distancing guidelines, strict hygiene and cleaning procedures, 
limiting equipment in school and what is brought in from home. 
 
Our main priority is the safety and well-being of all pupils and staff, and we are working hard 
to ensure everyone is confident with the plan. I understand that you may have many worries 
about your children returning to school - especially as it will look very different for children. 
However, in my experience, children adapt very quickly and we are excited to be able to get 
school open again to more pupils and support their learning.  
 
Smaller pupil populations - Bubbles 
As explained previously, we do not have the staffing, or the capacity, for all the children to 
return together or full-time, therefore the children have been divided by Read Write Inc 
groups into two cohorts: A and B. Both cohorts of children have been grouped into smaller 
populations - bubbles of 10, and will be taught in the same classroom by the same adults. 
The bubbles will be identified by colour. Children will enter their bubbles via the outside door 
and remain in their bubble throughout the day. We are aiming to be outside as much as 
possible. By now you should have received an email stating which colour your child is in and 
the days your children can attend.  
 
  

mailto:admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk


Days my child can attend 

 Cohort A Cohort B 

Nursery 
Monday /Tuesday 
Indigo Group 

Thursday/Friday 
Silver Group 
Crimson Group (Wed/Thu/Fri) 

Reception 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 
Lilac Group 
Orange Group 
Green Group 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
Gold Group 
Cerise Group 
Orange Group 

Year 1 

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 
Red Group 
Blue Group 
Yellow Group 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
Purple Group 
White Group 
Maroon Group 

Year 6 Returning in Secondary Groups (see separate letter) 

 
Cleaning and Hygiene 
The key to this plan is regular cleaning and hygiene procedures. To reduce the risk of 
spreading any infection and eliminate the surfaces that can be touched, unnecessary 
furniture has been removed from each classroom.  This also allows us to spread out and fit 
10 children in with sufficient gaps between them. Each classroom will have its own cleaning 
box and the staff inside each bubble will clean surfaces and touch points regularly 
throughout the day. The cleaners will do a more thorough clean of chairs, desks and sink 
areas at the end of each day. A member of staff from each bubble will escort children to the 
toilet and toilets/taps will be cleaned throughout the day by Hillside staff and then again at 
the end of the day by our contracted cleaners. Children and staff will be asked to wash their 
hands on entering the classroom and handwashing has been timetabled throughout the day. 
Hand sanitiser will also be available to the children. We have plenty of cleaning and hygiene 
products in stock.  
 
Break times and Lunchtimes 
During the day, break and lunch times will be staggered to minimise contact between 
bubbles. We are fortunate to have large grounds and there is plenty of room for bubbles to 
be spread across the site. Children will need to bring in a named water bottle on the first day 
they come in, which we will wash each day and replenish when needed. Water bottles will 
be kept at their work stations and can be refilled easily as every classroom has a sink area 
(bar one which we will provide jugs of water). Children will also need a snack, as the fruit 
and milk deliveries are not resuming yet.  Children will eat their lunch in their classroom, with 
one of the adults from their bubbles - hopefully if the weather is fine, we can go outside for 
a picnic lunch. Our catering company will be offering school meals in an easy take out option. 
Packed lunches need to be packed in a plastic or paper sandwich bag which can be thrown 
away. Please do not tie knots in the bags, as adults will not be able to help untie them. If it 
is wet weather, children will remain inside, in their bubble. 
 
Resources 
Children will be given their own resources in a plastic wallet which will be named and kept 
at their work station.  Wherever possible, resources will not be shared and if they are, they 
will be cleaned at the end of each day, especially before being used by another bubble. We 
would ask that the only thing that comes in from home is a water bottle, rain coat, packed 
lunch and snack in a bag (unless a school dinner has been ordered). 
 
Clothing 
The guidance states that parents should be advised to wash clothes at the end of each day 
and children should wear fresh clothing the next day. We also want children to feel 



comfortable, especially as they are going to be active outside for much of the day. We are 
therefore asking for the children to come into school in a PE T-shirt or their white polo school 
shirt, PE shorts, joggers, leggings or other shorts. It is important that children come into 
school in sensible shoes that they can slip on themselves. If the weather dictates, a jumper 
will be needed, this should be their school jumper.  Please ensure shoulders are covered so 
they are not exposed to the sun. Most sun creams last for 6 hours, so please ensure sun 
cream is applied before school. Staff will not be able to apply sun cream. For the younger 
children, a spare set of clothing will be required in a named carrier bag which will be left in 
school. 
 
Social Distancing 
The guidance is clear, whenever possible, stand 2 metres away from staff and children.  We 
appreciate that this is going to be something the children find hard. We will give reminders 
and have set up the rooms with social distancing in mind. Staff are asked to remain in their 
bubbles whenever possible, the corridors have a one-way system in place but movement 
will be limited to a few Senior Leaders, who will bring any equipment needed and assist 
when needed, but will try to avoid wherever possible entering a bubble. 
To limit cross contamination of bubbles, staff will eat in their bubble or find a place outside 
to eat, as the staff room can only be accessed for drinks, one person at a time.  Nearer the 
time of opening, you will be sent a plan of the site which will be operating a one-way system. 
To avoid queuing and too many people on site, we will also let you know your allocated 
drop-off and pick up place and time. The office will be manned throughout the day but closed 
to parents and the public so if you have any queries, concern or questions please ring or 
email and we will be able to assist you.  
 
What will happen if someone in school shows signs of COVID-19?  
If a child shows any symptoms compatible with Coronavirus, they will be sent home and told 
to isolate for 7 days. Whilst waiting to be picked up, they will be looked after by the a member 
of the Leadership team in a ventilated area. The members of that household should self-
isolate for 14 days. All staff and students will have access to a test if they display symptoms. 
If a child is tested positive, the rest of their class/group will be sent home and advised to 
self-isolate for 14 days.   
 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
As we are not able to mix bubbles of children, Breakfast and After-school clubs are not able 
to run. 
 
Timetable 
The bubbles have been grouped by Read Write Inc. stages, so that we can continue 
teaching the children to read, however we have been mindful that the children are grouped 
with familiar friends. The timetable will very much focus on the core skills of communication 
and language, their health and well-being, Maths and English, with lots of stories, music and 
singing mixed in. As I have said earlier, as much learning as possible will be done outside.  
The Nursery, Reception and Year 1 staff are very upset that they are not able to offer the 
usual Enquiry Based Curriculum with lots of resources to support their development. 
However, they also appreciate that it is only through limiting the equipment that the children 
touch and share, can we be sure we are keeping them as safe as possible.  I am sure that 
once your children get home, you will give them time to play with blocks, cars, puzzles, 
games etc.  Despite a different timetable and limited resources, I know the staff will plan a 
fun and interesting day for the children.  Mr Hughes is on hand to do some PE lessons 
(without equipment). Unfortunately, we will not be able to have any large gatherings such 
as assemblies, productions etc. 
 



Travelling to school 
The guidance advises young people and parents to walk or cycle to school where possible. 
If Year 6 pupils are walking independently to school, it is important they understand the 
social distancing expectations. We have staggered our busy times e.g. beginning and end 
of the day to allow you to be 2 metres apart and avoid queuing. There will be no ‘Stop and 
Drop’ facilities or parking on site for parents.  Parents who use the disabled bays will be 
contacted about parking.  There will be a one-way system around the school site and, in the 
interests of everyone’s safety and smooth organisation, we would ask that you adhere to 
the routes. To limit the number of adults on site, we would ask that only one parent drops 
off and collects and that you leave the premises immediately.  
 
Supporting children to return to school  
We know that our staff build very positive relationships with the children in their classes and 
some children may be upset that they are unable to return to their teacher. We will be 
prioritising nurture and supporting each child into their new routine and bubble. The teachers 
are planning to send a video message to their bubble and you will receive the timetable to 
talk through with your children in due course.  We are fully aware that pupil’s mental health 
and well-being may have been affected during lockdown and a change of routine is hard. 
We also know that some families would have experienced illness and bereavement and 
there may be further stresses caused by work and financial worries. Myself, Mrs Dixon, Mrs 
Morsman and Debbie Sadiq, our Senior Family Liaison, are not allocated to bubbles and will 
be able to offer support to any children and families.  Please let us know via email if you 
think there is anything we need to know about your child, prior to returning and we can 
arrange to speak to you on the telephone or via a Zoom meeting. 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
PPE 
The Government is not recommending children or staff to wear PPE, as they are asking 
schools to ensure that social distancing is respected as much as possible and that good 
hygiene practices are adhered to. The only exception is when staff need to provide intimate 
care or medical treatment and are therefore unable to socially distance from children. We 
are following this advice and would not want children to wear face coverings. The guidance 
is clear, if children do wear face masks they must wear them at all times and understand 
how to take them off safely for lunch etc. and replace a fresh mask without help. I am not 
confident that any of our young children will wear a mask and not touch it for a whole day. 
Taking a mask on and off would increase risk of infection for other children in the bubble.  
Staff will not be on hand to help children with masks or face coverings as advised in the 
Government’s guidance. 
Staff delivering lunches to bubbles will wear a visor, apron and gloves. A photo of this will 
be shared with you so you can explain to your children what is happening. 
 
Preparing child/ren for returning to school  
Prior to returning to school, please remind your child/ren about good hygiene practices, hand 
washing and social distancing. Explain that school is going to be different; they may not 
have their normal class teacher some weeks and activities will be delivered differently. My 
assembly on this is still available on Twitter or Facebook. We will be sending out 
communications for the children so they understand what is happening.  Please also ensure 
your child is well before sending them into school. 
 
Not returning to school 
The government guidance says that no parent will be penalised for keeping their children at 
home. We are very aware that some parents are unable to send their children back to school 
due to health reasons, and others are concerned about the evidence that it is safe to do so. 
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We respect every parents’ decision and are happy to discuss concerns with individual 
parents. The teachers will do their utmost to ensure that the teaching in school is available 
for you to use at home so that distance learning can continue. 
 
Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 (and other children not attending school) 
Distance learning will continue to be planned and made available for these year groups. 
However, as teachers will be teaching for at least 3 days per week, they may not be able to 
respond to work or Tweet as regularly as they have been.  
 
The Science 
There has been much discussion around why the youngest children were chosen to return 
to school first, and why they were prioritised above the Year 6 pupils. My view is, that this is 
because the first five years of a child's life are fundamentally important.  Early experiences 
provide the base for the brain's organizational development and functioning throughout life. 
90% of a child’s brain has developed by the age of 5 and it is also a period of a rapid social, 
emotional and physical development of a child. This is not to undervalue the amazing job 
you have all been doing at home, but 2 months out of full-time education for our 3-6-year 
olds is a long time in their lives. Although the socialisation will not be the same as what it 
was prior to lockdown, it will provide them with other children and adults to communicate 
with.  I appreciate returning to school is not going to be easy and the ‘COVID school’ is very 
different from the school we left in March, but children adapt very quickly and I believe we 
can offer a good curriculum, where we can support their educational needs and where they 
will be happy and feel safe. 
 
 
Finally, I hope you don’t mind if I take this opportunity to thank the Hillside staff. As always, 
they are putting the children first and acting professionally despite their own apprehensions 
about returning. Some our teachers are going to be teaching completely out of their year 
groups, whilst still providing distance learning for children who are working at home. A huge 
‘Thank you’ to Mr Turner, who has emptied classrooms in preparation for the children to 
return. The Leadership team have worked tirelessly on the return to school plan. Thank you 
all for your commitment and dedication. 
 
We really do look forward to seeing the children return and please remember to email the 
office with any further queries or questions you may have.  In the meantime, we will continue 
with our plan and risk assessments and updating policies. Have a wonderful Half term and 
stay safe everyone. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs N Morris 
Headteacher  
 
Communication still to come after Government update on the 28th May includes: 

• Map of site including drop off/pickup and one-way system 

• Letter to children explaining how school has changed  

• Message to children from teachers 

• Photo of staff wearing PPE 

• Free School Meals information. 

 

 


