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21st May 2020 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Update Letter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you are enjoying the sunshine, and this letter finds you all well. 
 
I am writing to give you an update on returning to school, for the priority year groups (Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6). I recognise these details are only relevant to a few year groups, but 
I have asked the office to send all returning to school communications to the whole community, so 
that you are all kept up to date about what is happening at school. 
 
The plans are currently being finalised and have been shared with the Governors, who are satisfied 
we are creating a robust plan. Over the last few days we have been sharing the plans with staff, 
adjusting risk assessments in response to guidance and preparing the site for the children and staff.  
 
Prior to the plan being sent to you, I wanted to give you notice that although the Government have 
given the 1st June as the earliest date for schools to return, Hillside will not open to any pupils, other 
than Key Worker children who already attend, before the 8th June.  The Government are meeting 
on 28th May to assess whether schools can open against 5 criteria and this would only give us 3 
days to respond to any new guidance. You may have seen in the news, the enormity of opening a 
school with such strict guidelines and it is important that we only open when it is safe to do so. Many 
schools are unable to open on the 1st June and this decision is supported by the Governors and the 
Local Authority.  
 
Having said this, we endeavour to open as soon as possible for the new priority groups, however, we 
receive new guidance on a daily basis from the Government, Council and Unions and we must be 
confident that everything has been assessed and thought through.  The list below gives you 
some idea of our preparations, but there are many more. 

• Removing excess furniture from all classrooms and storing in the hall  
• Setting up work stations for children 
• Sourcing enough work stations for our youngest children (big desks are no good for a 5-year-

old!) 
• Ordering equipment such as barriers to create a safe one-way system 
• Planning a curriculum with minimal resources 
• Training teachers and going through risk assessments and new procedures with groups of 

staff 
• Rewriting policies to match the new provision 

These are just a few of the issues we are trying to address, as quickly as possible and of course it 
all has to be done adhering to social distancing restriction - which does slow the process. 
 
I also want to take this opportunity prior to the full plan being sent to you, to share some of the detail 
about who will be returning and for how many days to help with your own planning. 
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As you know, the Government have asked that Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 return to 
school, with priority given to Reception, Year 1 and Nursery.  In response to this, we have followed 
the guidance set and have created pupil populations (bubbles) with 10 children in each. Although 
the guidance allows up to 15 children in each bubble, we simply cannot fit more than 10 children in 
our classrooms, whilst adhering to the social distancing guidelines.  Each bubble will have 2 
members of staff allocated to it.  These will be the same staff every day and these staff cannot enter 
into any other bubble. Where possible, at least one adult, in each bubble, will be known to the 
children.  All children will be allocated to a bubble, unless there is a medical reason they cannot 
return to school.  
 
I'm sure you can do the maths and appreciate with the number of rooms and number of staff we 
have, not everyone can come back full time. Staffing the bubbles in this way has been challenging 
due to the number of staff that we have who are in the critically vulnerable group or shielding a 
critically vulnerable member of their family – for us, this is 10 members of staff.  
 
We are also required to keep the provision running for our Key Worker children, which is around 30 
children each day. 
 
After many, many hours and various drafts of timetables, our provision will be as follows: 
Reception and Year 1 will be able to join us for 3 days a week and Nursery for 2 days a week, our 
30 hour funded children will be offered 3 days a week. Unfortunately, Year 6 will not be returning in 
this same manner as we do not have the staff to create extra bubbles. However, they will be able to 
have a transition day, where they will be invited in to school in their Secondary school groupings, 
e.g. the pupils moving on to Bulmershe School will come to school together. This will only be for one 
day across this term, as we can only accommodate a Year 6 group for one day a week. With the 
limited provision we could offer our Year 6 pupils, this seemed the most sensible and worthwhile 
way, as they can reunite with pupils who they are moving to secondary school with, and we can do 
some transition work with them.  
 
I know that some of Year 6 children may be disappointed that they can only come in, in groups for 
this short amount of time, but we simply do not have the capacity to offer more than this. There will 
be a separate letter for Year 6 giving more information of how we will mark the end of their Primary 
education, so please reassure your child we have not forgotten them!  
 
Nearer to the time of opening, you will be informed of the days your child can come into school, the 
teachers they will have and classroom they will be in. The days that your child will be allocated will 
be consecutive days, either starting on a Monday for the start of the week, or a Wednesday for the 
end of the week. 
 
As I have said previously, my aim is that you have the full plan by the end of the week, but I wanted 
to let you know about the return date and the offer for each year group as soon as possible, so that 
you can make your plans if you are returning to work. In the meantime, we are busy preparing to 
ensure that although school will be different, it will be fun.  We are busy working on a transition back 
into school so that we can eliminate any worries the children may have. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs N. Morris 
Headteacher 
 
 


