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Head’s Update: 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well. It has been wonderful to open Hillside 
to more pupils this week. We have welcomed back Nursery, Reception, Year 1, 
some of our Year 6 pupils and of course, our Key Worker children continue to 
join us.  Thank you to the parents who have brought their children back and 
those who have commented on how much their children have enjoyed their 
day - despite the changes we have had to make in the classrooms.  The children 
have been really smiley and happy to return to learning and are having lots of 
fun.  
Not as many pupils have returned as initially indicated in the parent survey, 
which is a shame, but we hope more children will join us soon.  I would like to 
remind the parents in these year groups that your children still have a space in 
bubbles for now, however it would be really helpful if you could email the 
school if you do not intend to send your child back this term.  If you are not 
wishing to bring your children back, we may be able to bring back another year 
group if Year 1 numbers remain low.  
 
Thank you to the parents who come on to the site for following the one-way 
system and processes. 
 
I thought it was important to share what the children have been saying about 
returning to school: 

 
Some of the children said:        ‘I really like being back at school’.             ‘I like my work pack’.       
         ‘I am soooo happy being at school’.                    ‘I like seeing my friends’. 
 
Some of the parents said: The bubbles make it magical’.     ‘Thank you for organising everything so well’.  
‘He really enjoyed being back and was really chatty about what he’d done in school’.   ‘ 
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Listening to the parliamentary review this week, Gavin Williamson, the Education Secretary, stated the 
Government now realise that it is not possible to bring back all children before the end of term (as they 
previously announced) whilst continuing to adhere to the smaller pupil populations and staff only teaching 
in one bubble.  We would love to have more pupils back and will continue to review our provision and 
whether we can bring back anymore year groups before the end of term - we will keep you updated.  In his 
address to Parliament, the Education Secretary did however, set out the government’s expectation that all 
children will return to school from September, however, no further information or guidance is currently 
available in this respect.  
 
We are busy planning the staffing structure and preparing transitions for next year. There will be some 
changes in staff for September which I want to share. We have some really exciting news to tell you 
about, Mrs Duffield, our Year 6 teacher and Senior Leader and Miss Wellen, one of our Reception Learning 
Mentors, are both expecting their first baby. Mrs Duffield’s baby is due towards the end of October and Miss 
Wellen’s baby is due in August. It’s been a tough Lockdown for both of them but we wish them both well 
during their maternity leave and we look forward to meeting the babies.  
 
Very sadly, we will be losing 2 members of staff who have been at Hillside for many years at the end of this 
term. Mrs Jewell is relocating to Hampshire and will be teaching at a school near her new home. Mrs Jewell 
has taught many children over the years and has had a big impact on our Year 6 cohorts. Mrs Jewell has led 
PE throughout the school and organised many fantastic Sports Days. We will miss Mrs Jewell’s passion for 
sport, reading and helping pupils to be the best they can be.  
We will also be losing another member of staff who has been at Hillside for many years. Mrs Sheriff is 
changing vocation and starting her own Child Minding and sensory toy business. Mrs Sheriff has taught 
throughout the school and has previously been our Inclusion Manager. I’m sure many of you will join me in 
thanking them both for their service to Hillside. Mrs Jewell and Mrs Sheriff are great teachers and colleagues, 
and we wish them well in their new careers. 
We have recruited two new teachers Miss Clark and Mr Gibbons, who both know the school well as have 
previously trained with us throughout this year. In terms of transition, it is obviously going to be very 
different from our usual transitions and we will update you with what this will look like in the next few weeks. 
 
To all our parents still persisting with Distance Learning, thank you for keeping this going. I’m sure as time 
goes on, this is becoming more difficult for you and your children. I would ask that you continue with this as 
it is a worry that children are out of school for such long periods. I appreciate it must be difficult, especially 
if you are also trying to work from home too. We are worried that some children are doing very little when 
teachers are tracking their work, although there are some children who are working really hard. We are 
worried about the gaps in knowledge for children who aren’t doing much for when they return in September.  
If you need any support with Distance Learning please let us know by emailing 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk.  
 

mailto:admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk
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Parents are invited to check the latest guidance on “What parents and carers need to know about schools 
and other education settings during the coronavirus outbreak” (Updated 01/06/20). You can access this 
information by clicking on the LINK or by inserting the following URL into your web browser. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers 
 
I hope you all have had a lovely weekend, let’s hope the rain stops! 
Kind regards 
Mrs N Morris 
 

 

Mobile phones 
Please can I remind parents on site not to use mobile phones as this breeches our safeguarding policy.   

Online Learning 
May we remind you to be vigilant about the websites that your children are visiting. As children are in the 
home a lot more, more time is been spent online by many children and this is sometimes difficult to monitor 
for the parents. However, we urge you to encourage your children to be as safe as possible when online and 
advice you to look at the NSPCC materials, details of helpful websites are below: 
• Internet matters - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online – 
www.internetmatters.org  
• NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
• London Grid for Learning - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online – 
www.lgfl.net  
• Net-aware - support for parents and careers from the NSPCC to keep your children safe online – 
www.net-aware.org.uk  
• Thinkuknow - for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online – www.thinkuknow.co.uk  
• UK Safer Internet Centre - advice for parents and carers – www.saferinternet.org.uk  

 

Updates from Debbie, the school’s Senior Family Liaison  
FOODBANK NOTICE FOR PARENTS 
We understand that anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number of different reasons. These are 
concerning times for families on many levels and that some industries 
and employers have all but closed down, leaving some families in increased difficulty. 
  
At Hillside, we are always looking for ways to help support children and their families. I am pleased to inform 
you, that Hillside School is now registered as an agent for Wokingham Foodbank. As an agent, we can now 
offer Food vouchers to families who are unable to afford to buy sufficient food for their family.    
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
http://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
http://www.lgfl.net/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
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Given the current situation, we have been sent updated information from our local foodbank about how we 
can support our families in these difficult and uncertain times. Like many businesses the Foodbank is closed 
for clients. However, as an agent, we are able to send an electronic application on your behalf, which will 
entitle you to a pre-prepared food parcel which will be delivered to you. 
  
The Foodbank’s criteria to access this service is for those who are in financial hardship, as explained below: 
“Our food parcels are for individuals and families in crisis who do not have the financial means to purchase 
their own food.” 
  
If you think you fall into this category and would like us to apply on your behalf, please email us, in full 
confidence, on the following email and Debbie Sadiq will contact you: 
sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk or alternatively call: 07495540308. 

The following link is for primary school parents during COVID 19 and working at home 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-
covid-19    

Debbie 

 
Values 
If the children demonstrate any of the school values, please take a photo and send these into school. Each class has 

created a ‘scrap book board’ in their class for these photos/certificates to be shared with their peers. 

 

Safeguarding 

 

Safeguarding is protecting vulnerable children or adults from abuse or 

neglect. It means making sure people are supported to get good access 

to an education, health care and stay well. It is making sure that people 

are supported to have full and happy lives. Safeguarding should make 

sure that people get the support they need to make the most of their 

lives and get their full equal rights.  

If you have any concerns about a child’s safety, please speak to one of 

our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

Safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility. 

Safeguarding Leads 

Mrs Morris 

Mr Pearman 

Mrs Attewell 

Miss Czornij 

Mrs Sadiq 

mailto:sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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This terms value is Ambition 


