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17th April 2020 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Update Letter 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I trust this letter finds you all well and enjoying the sunshine.  
 
As you know, currently Hillside school is only open for children of Key workers and some of 
our more vulnerable pupils, and it is very strange being there with the school being so empty. 
We all miss the pupils so much and although we don’t know when we’ll all be back together; 
the teachers are busy preparing the curriculum for when we do return to school. 
 
We have reviewed how we will be setting work for the children, and today you will receive a 
timetable and work for the week ahead via email. This means that you will have some time 
over the weekend to review what work has been set, before the children need to get started 
on Monday.  We also hope you will find this system easier to access the work. I’m sure you 
can appreciate that distance learning in primary schools, for extended periods, is something 
that is new to us and we will continue to reflect and review our distance learning processes. 
In summary, each of you will get a timetable with a plan of work for the following week.  The 
work set is in small, achievable units and should be able to be completed by the children 
with your supervision and not require for you to teach new methods.  Year group teachers 
will also be sending a video to the children at the beginning and end of the week so that the 
children get to see their teachers regularly. These can be viewed on Twitter. Many parents 
have commented that they do not have Twitter and were unaware of work being 
communicated via the year group Twitter pages. We have said in previous letters, all Twitter 
pages can be viewed via our website, parents do not need a Twitter account to view these 
pages. Please see them here: https://www.hillside.wokingham.sch.uk/news/twitter-feeds/ 
on the left-hand side is a drop-down arrow where you will find the links to each year group. 
 
I understand that learning at home can be incredibly stressful and we hope this review will 
provide the important learning the children need, whilst being supportive to families. It must 
be very difficult supporting learning if you are still having to work yourselves.  As part of our 
review of learning, we respected your family’s well-being, which is of paramount importance 
and therefore the work is not excessive and should be more manageable.  If learning is 
causing any difficulties, please email the school and we can contact you: 
admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk  
 
At this incredibly difficult time for everyone, we do have good news to share. Miss Wellen, 
one of our Reception Learning Mentors is pregnant. Although this is a difficult time to be 
pregnant, she is well and enjoying isolation as much as anyone can! It is nice to be able to 
share such happy news with you all. 
 
I’m sure that the children are using more technology during this time to keep them 
entertained. Please remember to keep checking phones and ensuring that they are only 
using age-appropriate apps and websites.   
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Coping with lockdown can affect children and adults in different ways and can be a real 
challenge. Attached to this letter is a resource you may find useful, which provides some 
concise guides and information for young people and families.  Talking can be helpful to 
reduce stress and anxiety and we are here for you if you need any support, either by emailing 
the school or Debbie, our Family Liaison, who has been doing a marvellous job supporting 
families. If you need someone to talk to please contact us using the above email or contact 
Debbie sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk Please don’t go through this Lockdown feeling alone. 
 
We will be welcoming many new families in September. The primary school allocations for 
our new Reception children were released yesterday, and we are full again for September, 
which is very exciting. We welcome existing children from our Nursery, siblings of children 
already in school and some new children who will be joining Hillside. I’m sure you can 
appreciate, currently I can’t give you any information about transition arrangements, but will 
let you know in due course. In the meantime, welcome to Hillside. 
 
Once again and on behalf of all the staff at Hillside, thank you to all of our parents who are 
frontline workers and are doing such incredible work at this time. We are very grateful for 
the work you are doing and please keep yourselves safe. 
 
Finally, thank you to the Hillside staff who as always, have been an amazing team through 
this. They are learning new ways to work, coming into school to look after children and have 
been an incredible support to each other.  
 
All the very best to everyone and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 
Mrs Morris 
Headteacher 
 

mailto:sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk

