
Year 5 Greater Depth Book List 

 

Book Author Why have we chosen it? Values promoted 
within  

 

Time 
Travelling 

with a 
Hamster 

Ross 
Welford 

An exciting adventure story 
that aims to promote a love of 
reading. This books will help 
the children to understand a 
range of settings and will be 
used in a writing throughout 

the year. 

Determination 

Enthusiasm 

Friendship 
Curiosity 

Respect 

Courage 

Imagination 

Happiness 

Alice’s 
Adventures 

in 
Wonderland 

 

Lewis 
Carroll 

A classic Victorian book that 
will allow children to delve 
into their imagination and 

read. This will inspire to write 
about a range of fictional 
settings and interesting 
character descriptions 

throughout the year. 

Empathy 

Independence 

Friendship 
Trust 

Kindness 

Determination 
Bravery 

Curiosity 
 

The Lion, the 
Witch and the 

Wardrobe 

C. S Lewis A classic text using themes of 
young adventures going 

through portals. This will link 
our portal story writing and 

support the children’s ideas. 

Empathy 

Generosity 

Friendship 

Resilience 

Ambition 
Respect 

Courage 

Curiosity 

Bravery 

A Series of 
Unfortunate 

Events 

Lemony 
Snicket 

An in-depth and engaging 
series that explores themes of 

murder mystery and young 
orphans. With some great cliff 

hanger endings, this choice 
aims to encourage a love of 

reading. 

Empathy 

Independence 

Trust 

Resilience 

Determination 

Ambition 

Bravery 

Courage 

Confidence 

The Wizards 
of Once 

Cressida 
Cowell 

Focusing on magical realism 
which is explored throughout 

the year, an engaging text that 
allows the children to explore 
character roles and suspense 

through writing. 

Responsibility 
Courage 
Bravery 
Power 

Independence 
Imagination 
Confidence 

Respect 



Young 
Sherlock 
Holmes: 

Death Cloud 

Andy Lane A modern twist on the classic 
Sherlock series. This 

detective story allows the 
children to see a famous 
character portrayed by a 

range of different authors. 
This links to the study of The 

Hound of the Baskervilles. 

Intuition 
Courage 
Curiosity 
Bravery 

Determination 
Enthusiasm 
Resilience 
Confidence 

Journey to 
the River Sea 

Eva 
Ibbotson 

An exciting adventure story 
that links to our South 

American topic and is a great 
hook for our adventure story 
writing. This book explores 

the significance of the 
Amazon rivers and exposes 

the geography of South 
America. 

Resilience 
Perseverance 

Accomplishment 
Intuition 
Courage 

Determination 
Ambition 
Kindness 

Trust 
Friendship 

Independence 
Responsibility 

Curiosity 

Harry Potter 
Series 

J K 
Rowling 

A phenomenal series that is a 
key part of study this year. 

Following the themes of 
fantasy, adventure, 

friendship, this series will 
support the children’s 

imagination for writing and 
will continue to inspire a love 

of reading. 

Bravery 

Trust 

Responsibility 

Courage 

Friendship 

Intuition 

Curiosity 
Determination 

Resilience 

Ambition 

Clockwork or 
All Wound Up 

Philip 
Pullman 

Focusing on the theme of 
portals and magical worlds, 
this classic will inspire the 
children to explore fantasy 

settings and links to our 
Guided Reading texts 

‘Coraline’. 

Trust 
Responsibility 

Courage 

Imagination 

Independence 

Friendship 

Curiosity 

Respect 

The 
Clockwork 

Sparrow 

Katherine 
Woodfine 

A twist on the classic 
detective scenario that 

engages and inspires young 
readers in the role of women 

as detectives. This will inspire 
children to explore our murder 

mystery topic. 

Intuition 
Courage 
Curiosity 
Bravery 

Determination 
Enthusiasm 
Resilience 
Confidence 

 


