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13th January 2020 
H/Com/OL/General/Welcome Back 

 
Happy new year to everyone. 
 
I hope you had a happy and healthy holiday and are back in to the swing of things now that we have 
returned to school. It can sometimes be a challenge returning after lovely holidays, especially in the colder 
darker months, but for us it is made easier being back with the children who come back full of smiles and 
stories to share. On behalf of myself and the staff, thank you for our Christmas cards, gifts and Christmas 
messages - you are very kind. 
 
At the start of this new term, we welcome back Mrs Dixon, our Assistant Head Teacher, who returns from her 
maternity leave (that went quickly!) It is great to have Mrs Dixon back and she returns Wednesday to Friday 
to teach Year One. 
 
The children shared in assembly last week what they were looking forward to in 2020. It was lovely to hear 
how many said they were pleased to be back to school with their friends and were looking forward to school.  
In assembly today, we talked about our value of the month ‘courage’ and why courage is sometimes 
needed. We thought about our own experiences and how, at times, courage is needed in our daily lives. We 
also aim to relate our values to current affairs around the world, and today in assembly we thought about the 
courage the firefighters need in Australia, fighting the Bush fires. Current affairs are always shared in an age 
appropriate way and these are opportunities for children to ask questions and deepen knowledge. 
 
Assembly is also an opportunity to share with the children reminders and to be clear of our high expectations 
for them. We always remind the children about respecting each other, staff and their families, and I am 
always so proud that Hillside children are very respectful and show good manners. We also discussed the 
importance of looking smart and wearing full school uniform, which includes black school shoes and having 
the correct PE kit (please see website for uniform list). It is also important that the children have water each 
day in a reusable water bottle. We don’t encourage the use of disposable bottles.  
 
Finally, the children were reminded of our reading and homework expectations. Reading five-times per week 
still remains a priority for us here at Hillside. We can see that the children who read five-times per week are 
making better progress in all areas of the curriculum as it improves memory, develops vocabulary, increases 
knowledge and creates fluent readers. The children have reading lessons every day in school but the 
individual reading at home is vital to support and practice the skills taught in school.  We know lives are busy 
but we would very much appreciate your support with our homework and reading expectations. We do have 
a free, daily homework club that runs from 8:30am which you are welcome to send the children to.  To 
access this facility please use the double doors by Year 5. 
 
It is wonderful to be back altogether as we start this new term.  If you have any ideas or concerns you wish 
to share, please do not hesitate to arrange to meet your class teacher, Phase Leader or myself, Mrs Dixon or 
Mr Pearman. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs N Morris 
Headteacher 
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