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20th March 2020 
H/Com/OL/General/Close of School Letter 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It is genuinely with great sadness, I write this letter informing you that this afternoon we will be closing Hillside 
until further notice to the majority of our families.  This follows the Government’s announcement on 
Wednesday.  
 
Before I share with you the plans for the foreseeable future, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
all for the support you have shown the staff over the last few weeks. You have understood and supported the 
changes we have had to make, with sometimes little notice. Your messages of thanks have been very much 
appreciated.  I would also like to thank the amazing staff we have at Hillside who have had to self-isolate, 
some against their wishes, as they wanted to be in school, and of course, the staff who have ensured routines 
and a good quality of education have been delivered right until we close the doors today. Thank you also to 
the school Governors for their constant support. In short, what a great community Hillside is and one I am 
extremely proud to be the Headteacher of.  
 
The next part of this letter will give more information regarding:  

• staying open to children whose parents are Key Workers and to any of our children who are classed 
as vulnerable 

• providing meals to children entitled to benefit free school meals 

• education at home 

• maintaining communication 

• children’s well-being 
 
Key Worker and more vulnerable children in our school 
Please see the latest email, sent out this morning, which provided an up to date list of Key Workers. To enable 
us to staff appropriately, please ensure you email finance@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk before 2.00pm today, if 
you require places during closure.  
 
Please be advised that due to the volume of requests, and adhering to Government requests to limit 
mass gatherings, places are only available if the main care giver is a Key Worker and there is no other 
responsible adult available at the time care is required, or if both carers are Key Workers.   Identified 
vulnerable pupils and children who have Educational Health Care Plans are also able to access this service.  
 
For this group of children, we will be opening school from 8:30am – 3:00pm Monday to Friday, throughout the 
Easter holidays and until further notice. For places on Good Friday and Easter Monday we will require proof 
that the Keyworker is on shift and requires essential care, as we will be asking our staff to give up their Bank 
Holidays to provide care. We have put together a timetable of activities and it will be staffed with a rota of 
Hillside staff. There will be a member of the Senior Leadership Team on site each day. Children will need to 
bring in a packed lunch on the days they are in. Please ensure your children come in to school wearing 
tracksuit/leggings as they will be doing some sport. They will also need a coat and change of footwear.  
 
Meals for children entitled to Free School meals. 
Yesterday we offered all our free school meals children the opportunity to collect a packed lunch each day we 
are closed, to ensure they had a meal available to them. Today, we have an update which will be sent out to 
the families of all free school meals children. 
 
Sadly, there was some inaccurate information regarding yesterday’s offer posted on Facebook, I would ask 
that you be guided by information sent out directly from school, which we regularly update. We are responding 
as quickly as possible to the Government requests in this ever-changing situation. It is not helpful for people 
to incite further worry at an already difficult time.  We will of course do our very best to support our families. 
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We may be able to help families who are experiencing extreme financial difficulties and sourcing food from the 
Food Bank. Please contact the school admin team if you need help with this. 
 
Education at Home 
I would highly recommend that children have a regular routine, as this will give a sense of normality and reduce 
any anxiety. It is vital as part of this routine that children learn at home now they can’t come to school. The 
teachers will be setting work which will include: 

o Daily reading (plus phonics practise for Nursery, Reception and Y1) 
o Study Zone: Years 1-6 
o Spelling Shed: Years 3-6 
o Education City: Years 1-6 
o Purple Mash: Years 1-6 
o MyOn online books: Years 3-6 

 
Teachers will Tweet regular updates and other activities that can be completed at home. If you do not have 
Twitter, you can access the year group Twitter feeds via the school website under ‘News’. We are keen that 
the Home Learning isn’t new learning, but practicing skills that the children have already been taught.  Mr 
Hughes will be sending regular Tweets of physical activities that the whole family can do to keep active too.  
 
As children are normally in school for 5 hours learning, Monday to Friday, we recommend that children should 
be studying anything between 30 mins – 2 hours each day, depending on their age.  This gives you guidance 
of the amount of studying needed to be completed, however, talking to each other, reading together and playing 
games are ever so important. Teachers this week should have already spoken to families without computer 
access and provided hard copies of work. If this has not happened, please see your child’s class teacher by 
the end of the day. Today children have also been given blank exercise books and reading books to take 
home. Please ensure our reading books are returned to the school when the children return. 
 
Please make sure your child/children have somewhere quiet to work each day. Teachers will be able to answer 
most queries via emails on admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk, although it will not be an immediate response.  
If you would like to ask any questions about Home Learning please email us. 
 
Communication  
At a time like this, it is more important than ever to ensure you have a network around you. I am in no doubt 
there are going to be some difficult times ahead and even if we can’t be out and about, a virtual community, 
family and friends will be the lifeline we all need.  If you do need help, there will be someone in school Monday 
to Friday from 8:00am - 3:00pm, who will be able to answer the phone and pick up messages. If you need to 
speak to Debbie Sadiq, our Senior Family Liaison, you can contact her on:  sfl@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk. 
Unfortunately, you will not be able to come into school. 
 
Year 6 (Please share with Year 6 children) 
As you know, all exams and standard assessment tests have been cancelled and this may take some time for 
our Year 6 children to process, as they have been working hard towards these assessments. Also, lots of the 
activities that are a ‘rite of passage’ for Year 6 pupils as they end their primary education are uncertain e.g. 
residential, end of term celebrations. We don’t know when we will all be back together again, so a word to our 
amazing Year 6 children and families. You will always be a big part of the Hillside family and thank you for 
working so hard, being so dedicated to your learning and always respecting our school values. Keep up with 
home learning whilst you are at home and of course, you know I’ll be telling you all to READ, READ, READ!  
We will celebrate your journey through Hillside when we get back to school, whether it be an event in July, 
August or even September! 
 
Well- Being  
This week we have found that quite a few of our children have been upset and worried about their friends and 
parents, and what is going on around them. I am sure that you have already spent time talking to and 
supporting your children, but you may find some of the links below helpful in explaining and reassuring your 
children. 
 
Finally, we will keep you informed with any updates via emails and our school website (I hope you like our new 
website and find it useful). It now only leaves me to say, please follow all the advice given by the government 
to keep your families safe. Thank you to all our parents who are front-line workers, especially those of you who 
work in the NHS for all you are doing.  
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I look forward to seeing you all very soon. 
 
With best wishes. 

 
Mrs N Morris 
Headteacher 

There are great yoga sessions for kids 

• Yoga for kids (younger children) https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

• 10-minute classroom yoga (older children) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Td6zFtZPkJ4  

• Jumpstart Johnny (who we use in school) has a few free dance sessions on his website: 
https://www.jumpstartjonny.co.uk/home 

Some useful links:  Talking to children about Coronavirus  

Advice on talking to children about Coronavirus, by British Psychological Society: 
www.bps.org.uk/sites/www.bps.org.uk/files/Policy/Policy%20-
%20Files/Talking%20to%20children%20about%20Coronavirus.pdf 

How to talk to your child about coronavirus, by Unicef: www.unicef.org/coronavirus/how-talk-your-child-
about-coronavirus-covid-19 

Child-friendly explanation of Coronavirus for Primary age students: http://660919d3-b85b-43c3-a3ad-
3de6a9d37099.filesusr.com/ugd/64c685_319c5acf38d34604b537ac9fae37fc80.pdf 

Information video on Coronavirus for Primary age children (KS2), by Brainpop: 
www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/ 

Information video on Coronavirus for older children/adults, by WHO: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOV1aBVYKGA&feature=youtu.be 

Your wellbeing  

Coronavirus and your wellbeing, by Mind UK: www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-
wellbeing/ 

5 ways to wellbeing, by Mindkit: www.mindkit.org.uk/5-ways-to-wellbeing/ 
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