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2 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

As you are aware from my previous communication, a small number of Hillside staff attended 
training at Aldryngton Primary School on Tuesday the 25 February. At this event, a member 
of the Willow Bank Infant staff, who has since been tested positive for Corona virus, was 
also present. 
 
I am writing to update you regarding the school’s current position regarding the safety and 
wellbeing of our community.  As a precautionary measure, all staff that attended the training 
were directed by the school and Public Health England (PHE) to remain at home on Monday 
2 March. They were advised that they would be contacted today with further advice from the 
PHE team involved with the Wokingham case. 
 
Today we have received notification from all the staff involved and from a doctor who is a 

consultant in Communicable Disease Control working for Public Health England.  I am 

pleased to say that all Hillside staff have been advised that they are no longer required to 

be absent from their place of work, as the risk level was judged as low. This decision was 

made by the PHE due to the fact that Hillside members of staff did not have direct contact 

with the member of staff with the confirmed case and remained at a safe distance from 

them.  Therefore, the staff will be returning to work tomorrow morning and will continue to 

monitor their own health as advised by PHE. Please see below an extract from PHE 

communications sent to myself today: 

‘If they are currently well they do not need to self-isolate.’  

Consultant in Communicable Disease Control  

Public Health England South East, Thames Valley Health Protection Team 

 
Throughout the day, we have completed a deep clean of all areas and have introduced 
enhanced cleaning procedures to ensure that all touch points and surfaces are treated with 
appropriate cleaning products. This procedure will continue for the foreseeable future.  
 
Some parents have asked why we have not closed the school today. Aldryngton’s closure 
was deemed appropriate by the Local Authority as they had an infected member of staff on 
site. As we have not had a confirmed case in our school, we have completed the appropriate 
deep clean throughout the day and will continue to do so. 
 
Today, we had a whole school assembly focusing on sneezing, coughing, handwashing and 
general hygiene. The staff are closely monitoring and organising regular handwashing 
throughout the day. These preventative actions are designed to protect our community and 
teach good hygiene skills for the future. 
 
I appreciate that this is an anxious time for parents, however I can assure you that the school 
is adhering to the guidelines issued by the Local Authority and Public Health England. 
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I would like to thank you all for your support and best wishes to the teachers involved. I 
would like to personally thank them for their understanding, at what was a stressful time for 
them.  I am sure you will be supportive of their return to school. 
 
I look forward to seeing all the children back in school tomorrow.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Nicci Morris 
Headteacher 
 


