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17th September 2019 
H/Com/OL/Gen/Accelerated Reader 

 
 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 
Accelerated Reader 

 
On Wednesday 11th September, Year 3 children completed an online assessment (STAR test completed 
every term) for the reading scheme that now runs from Year 3 through to Year 6 called Accelerated Reader 
(AR). 
  
AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent reading practice. 
Children pick a book at his/her own level and read it at his/her own pace.  When finished, the child takes a 
short quiz on the computer - passing the quiz is an indication that they have understood what has been read.  
AR gives both children and teachers feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to help 
the child set targets and ongoing reading practice.  
 
Children using AR have a free choice of the books they read, rather than having one assigned to them.  This 
makes reading a much more enjoyable experience, as they feel in control and can choose books that are 
interesting to them.  
 
Staff will help children choose books that are at an appropriate reading level. These will be challenging, 
without being frustrating, and will also be at a level at which your child can pass the quiz and experience 
success. 
  
How does AR work? 
Once your child has completed their STAR test, they are given a ZPD range (book band range). This can be 
found in the back of their Home Learning Journals. The children then choose a book to read and will 
complete a quiz within the school day on this. There are usually about 10 questions on the book that has 
been read. At the end of the quiz, the children are given a percentage to show them how well they have 
done. 
 
Can my child read a book from home? 
The AR system includes a vast range of well-known fiction and non-fiction books. If your child would like to 
read a book from home, you can check that it is in their ZPD range by using the following website: 
www.arbookfind.co.uk  
 
Please continue to read 5 times a week at home and use the questions on pages 11 and 12 in the Home 
Learning Journals to help your discussions about the books. We appreciate your ongoing support with 
reading.  
 
If you do have any further questions, please do not hesitate to speak to one of the Year 4 teachers. 
 
Kind regards, 
                                  

                             
Miss Kelly    Mrs Keen    
Year 3 Teacher    Year 3 Teacher     
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