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5th September 2019 

H/Com/Gen/Welcome Back 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new academic year and especially to our new children and families to Hillside. We 
have had a wonderful first few days and the children have settled very quickly in their new classrooms. 
Thank you for ensuring your children have returned to school looking smart and in full uniform. 
  
We have started the year by launching our new and updated values. After two years of embedding our 
values of Respect, Resilience, Learning, Collaboration and Independence and gaining the Values School 
Accreditation Mark, we have decided to expand our 5 values into further values.  We will introduce a value 
each month and we will be starting with ‘Friendship’, and what makes a good friend.  We will keep you 
updated in our Newsletters of the monthly value and our focus.  We have found the children who display the 
values in school are often the children whose families refer to them at home so please feel free to use the 
values wheel attached to this letter at home. 
  
Our new catering company Harrisons have started with us. They have made some changes to the serveries 
and equipment and I am pleased to introduce our Chef, Jamie, who is leading the team in the kitchen.  The 
children have been enjoying the meals this week, especially the fresh fruit and salad options -Jerk Chicken 
was a popular meal too.   
 
You will need to register on Scopay, using the access code sent home with your child/children, in order to 
book a school meal.  Meals can be booked in advance but no later than 11.55pm on the evening prior to the 
day the meal is required.  The menu is on the Scopay site and on our school website.  Once registered with 
Scopay, you can also use it for booking parents evening, after school club, breakfast club and to purchase 
school uniform. 
 
We will be continuing to raise global awareness and the problems posed by climate change with the children. 
Therefore, we are asking you and the children to make a conscious effort to reduce plastic waste in school, 
which will go some small way to help protect the planet. With this in mind, we ask that the children do not 
have disposable plastic water bottles but ones that can be reused.  At break times we are encouraging 
children to eat fruit or vegetables which will promote healthy eating and also reduce the amount of litter and 
plastic wrappers.  
  
Returning to school can cause some anxieties, which is only natural after such a long holiday. If you are at 
all concerned, please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance, either by arranging a mutually 
convenient time or emailing admin@hillside.wokingham.sch.uk and your email will be passed on to the 
relevant teacher. If you have any concerns about Special Educational Needs and your child, please contact 
Mrs Clark, our Inclusion Manager who will be able to assist you. We are also very lucky to have our own 
Senior Family Liaison, Debbie Sadiq. Debbie works with many families at Hillside and can support families 
with many challenges that life may present and her aim is to work with school and families to help children to 
thrive at home and at school. Examples of support include routines, finances, etc. 
 
I cannot end my welcome back letter without talking to you about reading, which I am passionate about for 
children. As you will be aware, last year reading was one of our school improvement priorities. Through 
professional development, the teachers improved how guided and shared reading was taught, the frequency 
of reading in classrooms was increased, we also bought better quality books and of course, we asked you to 
support your child to read more frequently at home. I wanted to share with you, that by working together on 
reading, more children reached age related expectations last year than previous years, and what is more 
exciting, more children talked positively about reading in their pupil questionnaires and pupil 
conferencing.  We want to continue with this success and we ask you to keep reading with your children five 
times a week (reading to and hearing them read) and complete the pre-reading of key vocabulary which is 
part of the homework from Year Two.  
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On page 11 and 12 of the Home Learning Journal, you will find some useful questions to help you when 
hearing your child read. From Year One we ask that you sign to say you have read together.  We understand 
that lives are busy and if you have more than one child to hear read, it can be time consuming. However, the 
national data tells us that 1 in 4 children leave school without being able to read properly and I want to make 
sure that all Hillside children are given the best chance to succeed and together I know we can do this.  
 
After discussion with staff and some parents, we would ask that for your child’s birthdays, you do not hand 
out sweets or gifts to the class on the school premises. It is a very kind gesture but it can cause problems 
with allergies, parents sometimes don’t want their children to have sweets after school and it can put 
pressure on families to buy things which they cannot afford. Thank you in advance for your understanding 
with this.  
 
Our free Homework Club is available again this year to Y1-Y6.  This is open every day from 8.30-8.50am 
(doors close at 8.35am) and can be accessed via the Y5 main doors.  Please ensure the children have 
everything they need for their homework e.g. reading book, Home Learning Journal and know what 
homework they need to do.  Children can come every day or on an as when needed basis.  This is a great 
opportunity for children to do their regular reading. 
 
Finally, we are desperately looking for donations of any old iPods and the corresponding charger, as we 
would like to give more opportunities for children to listen to stories. If you have any you are willing to donate, 
please pass them through the front office. We would be very grateful. 
 
I look forward to a successful year with all our families. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs N. Morris 
Headteacher 
 
 


